














suffer Eools gladly,; hated gossip and chit-chat and held her
own strong views on mosk subjects. A= far as I can recall she
did exactly as she pleased, neither explaining nor
complaining. A wonderful story whleh I heard as a child |Is
woven arxound Glttel's £irm belief that the famous French
actress, Jarah Bernhardt, the Dlvine Barah; was none other
than her sister, Jara, Sorele, who disappeard when the entire
family, pushing their invalid mother's bed were escaping
from a huge fire which ‘thrsatened to engulf Ehe town of
Augustow, Gittel claimed that Sorele must have last her Way
and wag found and taken in by Catholic nans who had copverted
her. She was convinced that her "sister" had ramained Jewish
in her heart - especislly 3ince she gsided with the
Dreyfunsards duripng the notorious _trial and was, desplte
opposltion from most of her contemporacies, openly op the
side o0f the unfortunate Jewish lleutenant. The flawmlpng red
halr, the agquiline nose, her eccentric temperament and and
wealthlike thinneas served to convinge Gittel more and more
that Barah Berphaidt was truoly her 1ittle sister. That was
how s=he was, difEicult, alwsys adcting out and dramatlzipg
sitvationz of all kinds, barely sating anything and always
fiery. There could be no mistake. My own investigation of
this clalm together with the reading of numerous biographies
and writings on the subject of thia almost mythlical
personality proved that the accoupnts of her bBirth and
anpcestry and the dates given dld not Tally with Gltetel's
account. But then Sarah was known to be a noborious llar and
prevaricatrix.0On stage and ofFf ahe was constantly acting and
fantasizing and would, according to her bisgraphers, do
anything to create a scene to avold of perplex the press whao
1iked, 1lnter alia, %o harp on the subject of heyr palnful
thinness and Hebralc profile. "You know, she's such a liar,"
remarked Alaxandra Dumma the younger, "she may even ba fat."



One day she would be fogund kneeling before a golden madonna
in some church and the next would find her weeping biltterly
in @& syragogue. No-one would ever really know the truth, buk
Gitcel remained adamant even suggesting that her oldest son
go to Paris to see what he could find out. Her son had better
things to do and now we zhall never know for sure. Still it's
a great skory and reveals, for a moment; the romantic side of
Giktel's outwardly tough personality.lt was duzlng this
escape that Gittel and her family Found refuge in the Fforssts
of Migustow in a tavern owned by one Avraham Dov (Ber in
¥Yiddimhk) Cohen, Eather of Chalm Yltzchak Cohen (Hyman Isaac
Cohen)., He was 50 impressed by her bravery dand
regocurcefulness as well as her appearance that he encoucaged
hiz son to marry her. Apnd mazzy they did.

Chalm ¥itzchak, grandfather and greatgrandfather to many
mentioned 1in this &dcocoont, was born in Augustow in October
1858. He too was shorkt, about flwve Efoobk four lnches with
hrilliant blue-green ayes and falr skin and, as [ rTegall, a
beantifully barbered imperisl and wmoustache. He had an
aguillne nose and a finely melded, almost proconsular head -
Eeatnres inherited by guite 4 few of his male descendants,

This macrridge, 38 we shall see later, did not turm out to he
4 "marclage of btrue minds". Bokh were gifted, temperamantal,
go-getbing people Wilh stiong characters; atubborn in Ehelr
beliefs and serious about thelr dirtectlens In 1ife sop that
thay £foupd Lt dlfflewult to work together. Gittel had her own
business and Chaim Yitzchak hiz own and 1like this,
separately, they came together on the Eamily Fronk. Socially,
Ehey ware models of stability and onity as they walked, arm—
in-arm; 1like <coyalty Eo the synagogue on Sabbath and High
Holy Days; dressed in all thelr finery.
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match-sticks and undertocok to print the fliers for a
performance of the travelling Yiddish Theatre at the Wintex
Garden, one of the first theatres in the Cape. How he did
this eludes me, but given the fact that he was 50 inventive

and ingenicus I can well believe it.

It was in the vicinity of the Castle, as it was called, that
most of the Jewish Immigrant famllies settled Iin =spacious
double-storied WVictorian houses complete with decorativefer
Eorgé‘ ironwork balconlies. Chaim Yitzchak had purchased Jjust
such a house at 22 Hanover Street facing the side of the
Castle named "Oranje" im honour of +the Dutch House of
Orange.{Each of the five points were named: Oranje, Buren,
Katzenellebogen, Leerdam and Massau).Thls area, later known
by it municipal division title of "District Six" deteriorataed
intoe a notorious slum. The early populatiohs consisting of
Jews, Cape coloureds, HMalays and some urban blacks, really
cared for it and looked after the picturesgue shops and park
areas. Over the years it became the haunt of drug addicts,
dagga {hempweed like hashish/cannabis) dealers,
drunks,illegal ligquor shebeens and prostitution. Jews still
maintained business there but it was a wvery rough place
indeed.

From 1948 onwards, under apartheid,the remaining coloured
population was asystematlcally moved to ocutlying suburbs and
given alterpative acommodation and District Six was £inally
rased to the ground in the &€0's. OF the few buildings which
were allowed to remain was Oranje House, a new building
erected by Emily (my mother) on the exact site where Gittel
had opened her second shop on arrlival in Cape Town.

District 8ix as I remember it was one of the most colourful
places in the Cape. For the first eight years of my 1life I
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ISIDORE AND YETTA COHEN AND THEIR FAMILY

gittel and Chaim Yitzchak's Second sSon was always called
Azriel by his mother. In Hebrew this name means "God is my
help". Gittel wha knew well how to delegate tasks to others
zdalled him Azriel, "mmin hilf", and saw ko it that he lived
ap to his nams

In Bouth Africa then, 1t waon'k considered guite the thing toe
be palled by ones given Hebrew name, especlally if one was
attending a sacular, government department school. Hames were
anallcized right and left among the Immigrants, =ticking &s
closely a&as possible to the context and sound. 50 Yaakoy
became Jack, Nachum - Nahom, Freida Malka — Emlly and Joseph,
common te both Jews anpd Christians, remained as 1t was. Haow
Azriel and cother Jewlsh men of the time came to be called
Isidore, a gift from Jesus in Greek, remains a mystery.
Perhaps it was beécapse the first two syllables sounded Jéwlah
= who knows? It was, however, completely out of character in
Jewish famlily life but since Ehe glver of the name -obviocusly
wasn't aware of (ts meaning nobeody even gave it a thoughk.

Unlike hig brothers, Isidore was no dandy, He was the Eamily
workaholie, pcaring little for the pleasures of the ballroom,
theatre, dining=-table ok Eemale company. He Was
introspective, serlpus and Shy. My mother used to Eell me
khat it took hours to get him to agree bo learn the lakest
guicksteps, foxtrots and tangos which all his siblings and
thair frisnds practised in the Family =sltting room to the
sound of Gittel's réd qramaphone.

Toldore concldeced all this a waskte of time preferring to run
ecrands Eor his parents in each of thelr separate businesses
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sctutiny. The rules within the nomé and outslde were riglidly
laid down and observed and any infringement, however small or
however ridiculous it may appear to be today, eould destzay
whole lives.

My uncle Jack had panache, charm and good-looks. Life dealt
him a nasty blow.

Soon after the divorece and after the scandal died down Glttel
got him te sccompany her to Palestlne with a view ko £inding
him a wpartner closer to her heart's desire. A5 we know it
didn't work and Jack returned toa face his loneliness in
Moizenbuoro, Cape. 0 tempora, O mores!

JACOR LIONZL(JACK) .M. EVA WOOLF

HEVILLE IVOR COHEN
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Zalman, on the other hand, accepted his lot as a businesswan,
30 to speak, with resignation. He had no interest at all Iin
business and so accepted the position of book-keeper and
general assistant with egquanimity. It was the best he could
de and he did it excellently. He was neat as a pin and his
entries were always accurate. After his death when we sorted
out his papers we were amazed to find every single account,
invoice and receipt - every bit of paper, however small or
insignificant preserved and accounted for from the very £irst
day he and Emily started business together. This extended to
the keeping of all our school reports, cheder reports, music
certificates and cuttings peitaininq to everything from
school sports events in which we partlicipated to little
scraps of poetry or prose we might have written for the
children's section of the weekend newspaper.

Zalman's main interest lay in serving the now burgeoning
Jewlsh community in Cape Town. Jewiszh education and the
Talmud Torah or "Cheder"™ as it 'was called then, were his
special goals. He wvisualized a time when Jewish children
would no longer hawve to attend two schoels - a government
school in the morning as well as a "cheder” Immediately after
Eor most of the afternoons, thus depriving them of leisure
hours. Despite the fact that he was a very observant Jew he
had an extremely modern outlook for a person of his time.

For years he and his friends went from house to house each
Sunday te collect money £or Jewish projects. During the
depression in the '30's, when South Africa; like many other
countries of the world went off the gold standard and people,
suddenly poor, were unable to donate to these causes, EZalman
helped to found a system which would save rich and poor alike
from embarrassment. The letters "chet: "n" and "yod: "*" in
Hebrew numerology add up to "eighteen” - "18" and spell the
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falman Friedland died in 1352 at the replatively yYoung age of
G4. He cared 1little or nothing about his health and lo his
entire life may have aeen a doctor once of twWice

Emily continoed to run her buslness wnktill the age of 75. Once
She retlired she deterjorated steadily and died in 1986 aged
BY.

Three of Zalman and Emily Friedland's children have survived

The eldest son, Meyexr Jonah, is &8 master electrician and
lives in Drange Grove, Johannesburg with his wife, Lily, also
Priedland, but uhcelakted, His =on, Stanley is a businessman
In the U.E.A and iz unmerzied. His seceond son; lan; f= =&
Chactered Publlc Accountant in Jobannesburg and meccied. His
tnlzd sun, Mlchael, ig marfried and practices as an
anasstheolaogist in Canada. Lne daughter, Tamara, is marriad
and Has three chnlldren. She works as a secretaky.

Bernard Abraham (our beloved Bexrnie) died recently after s
long battle with multliple sclerosls. He was =2 eivil snginesr
by profession, In 1948 Bernis went to Iszael ko fight in the
War of Liberation llke Eeveral other young professionals at
that time he abandoned his job to go to wac. His wife Selma
nat! Lifschats, 1s @ teacher and lives in Johannesburg.

Sally Friedland Aharoni, their eldest daughter, is a well
known dancer whe lives round the cornér Erom me Inm Tel Aviv,
Israel. 8he has one daughter, Ella.

Jt1]1 Margo,her sister; a journalist, lives with her huoshand,
Bobln, a barrister, and ¢thelir three children in Sydney,
huskralia.



Peter and Richard Friedland, twin brothers, are both vets and
now medical doctozs as Wall. Peter is marcied and has twa
children and Richard 1s still single. It is Intecesting to
note thak both men who were brought up in a totally secular
homeé have hnow bturned to zTeligion and are keen to lesrn
sverything sbout their grandfather, Zalman Friedlapd and his
life as an orthodox Jew and sbout his mentor; the "Chatetz
Cha Lm".

Clare Friedland (Wollach) married ({in 1847) to the late
Hathan Wellach whose family immlgrated to South Africa from
Poland imn 1924. Wathan was a businessman of some guite
considerable ‘talept but wiag an even more tdlented atkor,
performer and palnker who was forced by his Eather's wearly
death, to go intp business to suppeort a Family of Elve
childrean and an ailling wmother. He died ln 1967 spnon after oux
Family lmmigrabted td Israel in 1964.

I, myself, as can be seen from thils chronicle am somsthing of
a wordamith by choice and a teacher by profession. I
translate texts of all sorks, edit, proofread, wrlita and
review both art exhlbitions and bookse and sometimes sub-tltie
documentary £ilms for television or write rataloges Ear
galleries. My house is in Tel Aviv, Israel. Hy children aze:

Bhelley Wollach {Zeevi) burn 1942 who liwwea in Ramet-Gan,
Israel with her ftwo <hildren Miki and Yonl, is the most
competent sscretary I know and whose assistance in  the
putting together of this chronlcle is invaluable,. She ls a
gifted lingulst &nd story-teller wlth a retentlve memocy. Ho
longer married to her former husband David ZTeeavl she works as
4 secretary and looks forward to the day when she can go and
study to be a gualified tour-guide and ballroom dance to her
heart's content.



Ora Wollach (Villalobos) (born 1953) lives with her hteband
Luls Willalebes in Icvine, California. She 1is a Eashion
designer/consultant who Tuns her own businass while her
husband is a brilliant investments and development
consultant. Like Gittel and Chaim Yizchak they do chings
separately and together.

Ilapa (Lalij Wollach (Gaash) (born 1954j,. at present serving
with her husband Davld Gaash (Grossman) wikh the lsraell
Consulate Ceneral &n 8ydney, Australia, i an art therapist
by profession. They have one daughter, Hetta, Whan they are
in Israe) they live in Ramat Hasharen. Thelr last tour of
duty was in Addis Ababa in Ethiopia where they took park In
tranzporting the Falashas to Israel.

Nurith Wollach (Chocron) (botn 1957) is married ko Lucien
{Lior¥)] Chooron of Casablanca, MWerscco. They live ip Los
Bngeles, Califognia where ghe practises as a clinlecal
paychologlst,. Lucien ls a businessman.-They alsa have a house
in Watanya Is=scael to which they mighk ceturn some day.

Mercla (Frledland) Disoh, the yolngest of Emily and Zalman's
ghildren who, with Tner bhusband, Leon Uison, plays an
impoctant role In the forglng of the second strong link
between ‘the f£amilice;, is an cducational poycheleglist. Her
hushand ia a civil sngineesz. They live in Johanneshurg, Soukh
Africa and have two surviving ehildren, Adv. DPavid Dison and
Laura (Dison) 2igff, an =digcationalist.

Thair eldest daughter, Deborah (Debbie) who was tragically
killed in a motor accident, was 2 brillfant wyoung advocate
who, deésplte her own severe physlcal handicap, having been =3
polio victim, waged an lncreasing battle for clvlil and legal



rlghts for the black people, Lavra and David and theic
spouses are equally involved in the struggle for democracy In
Bouth Afrlca.

This then, in very broad outline, iz an account of Zalman and
Emily Friedland's children and their chlldren.
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sunny side up with bread cut into the most petfect diamond
and heart shapes(while sitting on the table), My mother was
among the wvery Efew who could get through to him and he
trustad hear mnough to let her f£eed him all har  homa-made
remedies and nostrams even when he lay in hospital.

At the mpnd of his life when neglected dlabetes ravaged his
body and necessitated the amputation of his leg he rTemained
the parfectly wannerad gentleman I remembezsd aa a chlld. He
refused point blank to allow the doctoars ta Lake his leg and
preferred to die, Heé was under sixty vears of age and left
neither wife nor child.

Jog's death brings to a close the saga of Gittel Chail and
Chaim Yitzchak Cohen's lives — Ehair Baginnings in Russia -
Poland; theitr lives in South Africa - Istael and something of
khe lives of thair chlldren and children's childzen.









telationshlp with Jenny and Levi Dison and thelr family. We
felt agenuinely related even though we saw tham wvery seldom,
pechaps once 4 ysar whan they came on hellday te the Cape and
visited with our parents.We, as chlldren, felt wvery clozely
related ko Jennv's mother and father, my fathee'a uncle_and

aunt.

My Eather,Zalman, who was sSpucially attdched ko his asunbt
Chienna, never missed dropping in to see her each day on his
way ko Ehe shep. On Saturday evenings the old coupls wobld
visit with us or Chienna would come alone LE Moshe was bdsy.
We used to love going tb her shop in Buiten¥ant 8t, where she
would pack ocor pockets [ull of sweets. In Ehls way we kept Inm
tauch with this family and heazd all the pews abput Jenny asnd
Levi's children as well as ktheir son Sam's Eamily who Llived
in Pretoria.

Later Jenny &and [ Levi Dlson moved Eo Btanderton, the
parllamantary constituency of the Eamed Joubh African Prime
Hinister, Jan <Christiaan Smots, where they ran a mill
together with Levi's hrothers and where all thelc chlldien
arew up.

In actwal fact I geally got to know Jenny and Leyl Dison and
Ehimlr £amlly wnuch Jater an when they retized and meved Erom
Jtesnderton to Johasnneaburg. Whenever we came ko Johannesburg
we would ptay at their home in Greens:ide and, In this way,
got to know them guite well,

Levl Dison, a softly-spoken, well-built manm looked amazlngly
young and EiL for hl= age. Hé had an erect cartiage and a
fresh complexlon and was vepy gulet by nature. Even though he
too had been a yeshiva stpdent at some stage of his I1ife ha
was, unlike my £father, & totally secular person, never
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School children are belng taught to work out family trees so
that in theze times, when the strong family Eramework iz
slowly but surely being eroded, they can, at least identify
with some distant ancestor and perhaps establish mental
images which link them to their histories.

Memory, of course, Is the key. ];l'was, during the course of
preparing this account, amazed to discover that many of the
Family memberz to whom I posed guestions could barely, Lf at
all, recall events, details, people or aignificant happenings
in their family's history. Many of the people, names and
places meant nothing to them even though from time to time I
did enceounter one or Gtwo Efamily members who did actually
recall events and posseszed photographs which +they had
inherited from their parents and which they were reluctant to
part with. These they were happy to place at my disposal and
for this, my thanks.

My thanks also to my daughter, Shelley Zeevi, who has total
recall of every detail of every tale I ever recounted about
my family and whom I asked to write an epilogue to this
chronicle. Her charming additions round cut my own account
lending it both richness and credibility









ERTLOGUE

Hichael, Susan and Denise - 1 wonder IE you remember a3 SURmMEX
we spent togebher at your house fn Flsh Hoek?

Well, cousins, hers you have it. A Enll acoount of a Eamily
histocy.

My mother has given me carte blanche te write an epllogue and
while I am not certain that T am deserving of the honor I
wish to say that everything in thils chronicle is deeply pazt
and parcel of my upbringing, my daily 1ifa and that of my
children. Judging from my affront whepn I discovered that
precicus detalils Hhad been 'omltted' or somebhing not told
exackly ag it was fold £p me, 1 guess I must have ahsorbed it
§11 very deéply and taken it all very sericusly.

As children ‘we were cegaled with all the contents of Gthis
geecount and I am Intimately £amlllar with each and every
detsil 1in it and can vouch for its accuracy in so Far as 1€
wat teold to me. T am only sorry that 1t Is not posalhle ko
put in details like the evening Aresses the qlrls wofe, my
granny Emily's hats, her hat pins and her lace collars, or
the way in which my grandEather Faithfully+- brashed hls one
and only sult every pight before hanglng it wp to be worn the
naext day; grenny Emily's rchiffor rcake made witheout any
mechanical mixlng eguipment, baked without a thermostat In a
coal-stove.

Obvlously the purpose of this account Is net that. Having
read it It ls only now that I have Eully reallzed the Immense
value of a written account. Hot only have the details ‘been
faithfully zecorded but hece we can see exactly who we are
gnd who we btake after.



Haybe I am a nostalgle sentimentalist longing Eor & more
gracious world buk to me the details, having been savouced
and treasured have become not only a Eamily history bubt alsa
a form of EFamlly entertalnment.

Our gqeneratlon cannot Concelive of sll the does and don*ts of
that society nor do we know anything about disgraced women -~
"hlessoms In the dust™, belng In dlsgrace por the fear of
baing sccutinized by God himself. Tt would not bocur ko any
of uz to do somethlng we do not wish to do, wear, eat and we
cannot concelve of a world in which physical deformities and
most allments were upcorrectabls, incorable or Fatal., Our
parents grew up in Eimes when Ehe Eirkst airplanes were
watched wuntil they bacame tiny specks In the sky bearing Amy
Jehnson or some such adventurcer tﬁ her npext destlpatlon
arcund the globe; when the radio wds a erystal and cat's
whisker to be played wikth by = child when sick in bed; when a
"penny lick" was a treak,

Hoe = I'm not tellling you o eat because theate are hangry
starving masses 1n Indlal AlL T am saying is that Ethils is
Your herltage. These are the people voo stew £rom - salt of
the eacth, Read, savour and tell yoor children all you know.
Prenerve It and be pround.

When listening To my mobther's stories I often wonder how they
all survived and yet it was probably that wecy upbeinging
itzalf which made them all suith sterllng peapls.

I &am prouwd to have glven fiy small conEribution and hope that
I have helped to make Ehis chronicle something vyou will
Ereasurs and pass on-

Shelley Zeevl (Wollach)
Ramat Gan, Israel
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