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FORE!lll\RD 

ra~ily histo~y compl~te with anecdotes, stories 
l nfor1natJ on n,vc.t fails tn fascinate botb 

and general 

yollng and old 

all.ke. Nowadaya, \ilhf!.tt 1 t 16 so ~.!Is}' ta ta.pc or;al hls to:t.y 

report~ tather than wr(te the~, it is ~are, if on~sval, to be 

as-C,ed to do j11.:st thls- . .t am all for it. For mti the ~rltte.n 

word, old photogrSghs, maps, passports, ne"fSpaper cuttings, 

the btlc-a-brac of l 1-vi.nq, thin9s one can see and touch a.ce. 

!n~inltely mote meaningful, enrlc~ing and intimate . They 
ailow margins for conjactute and iniaglnatlon and Conjure up~ 

ho~t of ri:aglcal me~o~i~~-

Thls ls what h~pp~ned when Michael B~ar, B cou~in, once 

removed, and a yonn~ man of quite consid~table vislOn h~ard 
soma of the famlly blsto~y. He ~an ted it set down on. p~per so 

that nothing would b~ l~tt Ln the 11~ba of pa!alng t!me anO 

falling Rtemot:!es. He initl~ted this QCQJect and has sappottod 
lt both 111aterlally a11d spitituvilly . 

Here then is the family ch:onicle es r ~ocall it; stored u~ 
ln my mienaoty and ptestt:ved to a pu,pose be,yonC U fe l tsel f -

~ore r~sound~~g thah bt8s& dnd mor~ endurtng t~an poLphyry, 

Clare- Wol la.ch 

Tel Aviv, Jsrael, 1992 



THE COHEN S100 

Ciltel Chaj C'ohen,my roaternal grandmother and grandm.othet: and 

gr~~t-9zap~mothe, also to many mentioned in this aeeount 

would have celebrateQ h&r 130th birthday in January, i992. 

sh~ was botn Olttel Cordon ln Augusto~ ln ~he province of 
S\l~aJki .in Poland, hu-d by the the-n Ea.st Ptu!lsia.n border t;o"'n 

of XonlqsbeY..g, nov .Katlnlngrad,often c.eferred to .a:s Russia­

Poland s1nc6 it was constantly changing ~an~s, on the th!~d 

of January, l8·6'2. Augusto"' i.s cleat}.-y m~t:k!!d on al'\y YNlp of 

no-r.tb-cant.rl.tl Et.n:ope and remains, acco1:din9 t~ ~epo,-t.s ftom 11 

C.and.s .hdt:"' (countc}'TM!:n) W:ho have visited t'hero,- RNCll the 

samu, bu~ like all ~ownb and v!Jlages of the on~~ teeming 

Pol. ish pailt":s of :;~t:tl~n1i11lt., bere Et Of Jtl,.!S, 

Tht': natta Gil:t&l is a Yiddish cot1:uptlon of the Germ&n ndm~, 

11Gutte1', -me.ao1ng ••.good", 'i'he second name, "Cha.111 , ~ebt:ew for 
'lalive" or ••living", wa!. -added d-ULing -3 s-t!"vere- Jllnl!SS from 

whir.h 5he was not expe~ted to recover. Thia is in accordante 
witO Jawi~h custom. Names pertaining to life or longevity 
ve.te given during the reading of the Tozah accompani~d by 

$peci~l p~aye~s for ~hO.$~ ln extt~mis. Sh~ u~ed thi~ name a11 

h:t?t life, 

The scottt~n name of uoraon, so l~9end h~~ lt, wdD ~cludlly 

brought to Poland by a group of clan Gordon trade~~ who 

remaJ,oed the.(~ and lat-er intet:martiecl with local .'.le"'s a11d 

Poles , 

Although she was shott, a mete f[Ve foot and twn inche~, with 

dark brown ~yes and hair, Oittel la often recollected as tail 
~na impcessive. 1bla was probably due to het lmper!oue manne~ 
and e-rect c•r-riaqe coupled wt th an almost preternat\lral 



lntvlllgencc a.ml lutb1lact.uatlt y· care in Jewish worn.en of h~r 

time. Sut most of all she was a t£ader; a mercanti l e genius 
with a canny lnscinct far buylng and selling at the r t ght 

tlin#Js and tot­

purcha5e, tateY1 
~stabllshmeots in 

always knOWLn9 just the 

biis i ness ;ieople 

South Africa sought 
v~ntu~ i ng to 

tra nsaet: tons. 
(:Onclude any deals 

r 1-ght merchandise to 

a nd commercial 
her advice b~fo~~ 

Ot unde:take any 

Gittel ~textcd out very yo~n9 1n the wocl~ o~ ~o~icc1 tn 
Auqustow, aged 18, she ran th~ fa rn l l y buslnes~ which ~calt 

mainly in the coloured t hteod~ , yai::na -and textile~ so be-loved 
of both POi!sh And ~u~slah peasantty . Hel mothe1 waa a bed­

tidden lnvaliQf there were Sfflalter c h ildren to be attend~d to 
.and hec: fath~r, llke- most "teliglous 3e\rrfish ~en o t l;he time, 
spe.nt most of hi:s t.ime ln study . Very early fn her llfe:, 

tberefor e, she as~umed the role of the typical Jewish worun 
of ~he tlme - the lovlng ptoVldet, the child~mlndet nnd all 

thl! l?!,Yt'"iad c1isstgnmeots of daily 1iV1nq . tfOwe Ve: t, while 

acc•pting the. beha.v1outal nor1n5 .of the ti~es ~he did so under 

protest. Uet mind was on buGine.s!! and she t:i:avollod bac k arnd 
£orth over the bordet into Ge.rmany scour ing the major Po1ish 
clt!es of Gro-dho, BialY3to.k and Loa~ f(): me~charuUse . A y-c,0119 

woman tra velling aluoe. ln those da}!c. was coh&ldl!tod to be 

totally acc&ntrlc lf oot plaln mad 1 b~t ah~ ~~red little or 
nothing for othet people'5 oplnlons. 

When l ""as vet'J emal l she- t:.old me exactly how dangerous sL1ch 

t-cips could be . If ooe hh:ed a "dro:sh'ky'' 

the bordet and the driver did no~ alight 
to tak~ one aocros~ 
to cl".oss hbn.."iel f 

bef~re each and every !con at the Yoadslde the~e coQld be no 

doubt that he wa15 eithe1: a thief or a cut-throat. Clttol, it 

scaQa knew now to ahoose the right droshky drivers since eh~ 

5~rvi ved to tell the tale.To the end of her days 3he d1d not 
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suffer fools gl~dly, hated go~sJp and chit-chat and held ha~ 

own str ong view$ on most 
did exactly -as she 
ooMplalnlng. A wonderfu l 

subjects. As for as I ~an Tecall she 

plea~ed, neither explaining no~ 
st.o..cy wh1eh I heard as a child ls 

woven a"toUnd Gltte.l's tJur.. belief that the fAltlotls Pre.nth 

actress, Sara.h De.Ynhardt, the Dlv1ne Sarah, w,;u; none o·ther 

than her siste r , 9ara, Sorele, who d1~eppcacd when the entire 

family, pus h ing their inva lid mother's bed were escaping 
from a h1l(Je .fb:e "Whlch thr.eat .. ned to engu l f. the town nf 

-A,uqt..1stow, Glttel claimed, that Sot'ele. mu~t baV@ lost her Wd~ 

and was found and taken in ~Y Catholic nQOS ~ho hvd convexted 

her, She was convinced that he~ "sister" ha~ remained Je-wi!lih 

in hor h9D~t e&p~clally ~ince she ~ided with the 

Orey!u.sacds- dur;tog tht!? notoriou~ trial and was , de.sl'.llte 
uppaaltlon from 111\9st of her conte.rnpoxat1e$, openly on the. 

!.9lde ot the unfoct!.1nate Je.,.,fsh '1 leutenant. The flatnlo9 red 

halt, the aquiline nose, her eccentric t~mperament and en~ 
wrntthlike thtnn~ss served to convince Glttel mote and mar~ 

~h•t Sa~~h Betnh~tdt was t~Uly her little sister. That Wa$ 

how !'Jhe was., d'i££icalt, alwa.ys ac:.tlng- out and d.ra.~tl~ipg 

situation$ of all kinds, barely ewtinq anything aod always 

fiery. There could be no mi<Stak~. Hy own inveaM.g&tion of 

th1e cl~im togethe~ with the ~•~dingo~ nume:i:ous biogr-phies 

and wcteings on the aUbject of thla olmost mythical 

personality p~ovcd that the accoqnts of h!t bl...tth ana 
o.ncestry end the Oates qlvt1en Ql(l noc ~alJ.y wtth Q~tt.el •s 

account. But the'n Sarah -.,,:1~ known to be a nutorious 1 lac and 
ptevaricatrlx . On staqe and off ahe wa:s constantly acting aucl 

tantas~z1'flg And wou,ld, aceoot:dlng to her blog::apheris, do 

anything to create a scene to avoid ot p!tplax the press wno 
liked, inter alia., to hdtp on the suPj~ct o½ h~~ paintul 

thinness and H~bralc profile. "You know, she 1s such a l la.c," 

remar ked >.lexandr'! 0Utflil5 the younge't, "she may e,von be fat. '' 



One day she would be found knaellng before a golden raaQonna 

in sotnt! churoh ahd the n.ext would !ind bez: weeping blttocly 

ln ;J; syna,go9ue.. No-one. would eve't" .ce·11.lly know the truth, but 

G1ttel remained adalft.Bnt evan suggest1nq that her oldest son 
go to Paris to see what he could find out. Her son had better 

things to do and no~ we shall never know for sure. Stllt it's 
a g'i;e.!lt story and teve;,1;ls_~ fO"t a. m.omentr the tomant le s lde of 

Gittel's outwaxdly tou9h peraonallty~tt was dutlng this 
e..sc:.!9pt! that Oltte1- and her family found -refu'Je tn the for~sts 

of J\u<Justow ln a tav~..rn owned by one .>..vraham Dov (l3tu: in 

Ylddiah~ Cohen, father- of: Chaltn YltzchaR Cohen (Hyman Isa-'c 

Cotler,). ll!? 'rla.s so i mpxesscd RY her bravex.y and 

re-soutcefulness u.s well a• hei: appearonce- that he encoutr.iqed 
hi~ son to maLry her. And marry they did. 

cha!~ Yit~chak, g~andfather 

mentioned ln this accoant, 

ta~a. He too ~s snort, about 

an4 Qteatgtandfathec to ma,ny 

waa b9~n in Augustov ln Octo~et 

fl~ve foot ~ou.r lnches with 

hrlll!ant ~lue-green 

be•ut i Eu lly barbet•d 

eyes and f~lt akln and, as t ie~all, a 

impe~la l nnd moustache. Ue h~d an 

aguil!ne nOGe 31\d a flnely molded_, al1nost ptoccne:ular head 

teyta~es inhetited by q~ite a few ot his ~1e deecehd~nt5 , 

Thls :Mc~iage, a~ we shall see lAter, dlC not turn QUt to be 

a "matria.ge of true minds 11 • 80th. we.te gifted, tempe.tam.snf!.:tl, 

go-getting peopl~ Wtth stton9 ohatacte.c:s; 6tllbbo.rn in thel-r 
belief~ aml se,lolls f)bout tlleir QJ..c ei;-tlons \n liie so that 

they found It difficult to work together. Glttel had her own 
bus.in@&$ and Chaim 'iitzchak hh own 21nd like this, 

separately, they. came togetbe~ on the family front. Socially, 

they we~~ mod~ls of ~tablllty ~nd unity a~ they walk~d, arm­
in-ar~r ll~e ~oyalty to th~ synagogu~ on sabbath ~nd High 

Holy D•Y'-, drused. in ti.ll the.ii: .finery ._ 
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Gi e ~t I Cha.i Coh1. n 
IS~ Z • 19L0 
A~ o. 'j cun~ w ofhO-.f'V', 

BJI.RG~I N HOUSE, 

2Z HANOVER STREET. CAPE TOWN 

0. COt1Ef'1. 
Draper, 011tfft te1• a_nd Jot, Buyer. 

L •diu' Oolliutn9,. Milli,u:'1~ C:0.ll. d.c.. 
MeP, Sul1,, Pic•fea. Fi11le11 .1.lwa1• 111 510-tlr, 

\VtlOU.,,,,t.t: • HTAll 



1'hh: rMtt lage produced fou~ sons and one: daughter and one se.-t: 

of twin~ who, my mother told Me, were accidentally s~otheced 
Lo the vast feat.herbed9 ln '-'h! ah they' w·ere put to sleep - 21 

couon occurence ln those days. 

Th~ following ace the names, both 
Gittel •n<l ~.i., Yitz,;:ha~ Cohen'• 
Auqustow: 

HEBaEW 
NACHUM - NAHUM l 

J 

AtRlflL - ISIDORE 

YAAKOV ARISH - JACK LIONEL 
FREIDA Ml\LK/. - £MTLY l 

'!OSJ!F Sl!IHSHON - JOSEPH !tAHSON 

Heb~ew and E~glleh 

cil\ldsen. Al~ born 

COHEN 

of 

in 

GITTEL GORDON H HAHi YITZCHAK OOliEN 

NAHUM ISIDORE EMILY JOSEPH SAMSO~ 



Darah. .d5erli.ha:rcLl:: A c:a.,-ia, .. b.1r"<­

whic..h. o.p fe.a.Ytd du,-,n:j an... 

/-JmEvic.a.n toui 



SOUTH J\F~ t CA 

Sy the time their oldeet son 

gy,nna$\ um(Hiqh Sehool) Chalm Yltzchak 
tfahum had comp:teted 

had travell,ed abcoa<l 

s~vecal tlm~s. T~ings we~e getttng dlfflo~lt in Poland and he 

was loo~lng for a ~uitable country to which to emL9rate. ttjs 
vl$1t~ to Sctanton and Wi lk~s-Barre in Pennsylvania and t o 
Pittsburgh in tho United States to which two of ~Is brothecs, 
Sa~uel and Ho8he and h\& si~tet kasha had emigrated in searoh 

of the "goldene med inQI 11 11 the golden 

ftu!tless. Glttr1l c:ould. never havtt maneged 

1 ~ nd" - had prov.id 

the~c. Sho hatod 
domestic chores of a~y kind and had al~~ys employed otheti to 

cook, clean nod oar~ fo~ th~ children While ~he xan her 

business. Such help ~sJ as yet, unavailable in the U,S 40d 

Q.dd as it might s-uund, was u ma. jot decid;l:ng factor \n Cha im 

Y•lt:z.cha1t 1 s catculattons when seeking out the poaslb111ti!!S 

fo~ easier living i n South Africa. One must bear in mlnd that 
t'r•vel in thoae tltnea Cook week-s, even mol)ths, and once the 

decision to em\g;~te was made th~ settling ln proe~ss otten 
took years. ~amilie~ were teparated fot long pe~lods Bnd we>e 
finally brought over 'ioolhl!fl the husband-& had 1uccaeded' in 

flnding reasonable a~om:nodations ~nd means of livelihood. 

So~ot!me ( the exact Cate t s unknown to me) bcf~re the turn a£ 
the centory Chalm Yft:chak, accomp~ole.d by hie sons Wa~Uam a1"1c! 

[5:idore:, Journ~yeO t o cape 'l'own in sout..n A.frlca, leaving 

Oiltel in August.ow with the youngP.r c hlldten, J21cl<, Emily and 

Jos•ph. 

Soon, as times worsened in Poland, "Whole families beg~n to 

emiqr~te. south Afrlea beckon@d ~nd people, having heard fto~ 
relatives that the pxospects the:e wete excellent following 
upon tbe discovory of g~ld and diamonds; that the climat~ w1a 

900d a..n.d that a small but well-k.n.it:. community air:eady ftxlGted 



there I decided 

hardships and 
to le.ave pogtom-ridden Poland .,,ith­

~ub-~e~o wintetd. Glttel 1 s nelghbou:rs 
its. 

1n 
Aug~otow, bhe W!nitzki f3milr (~atec ijloneet ln SoQth ~frl~1• 

were about to depart so G1ttel 9Cnt heY third son Jack Llon~l 

in the care of h~c frlend Rachel Wlnitzkl to join his fa~het 
anc:I brothet-s in cape Town.Then Gltte1 made her own. daoHt!on. 

She would leave. Augustow and t."r;,;t;vel to ·south A(tic:~ to joJn 
her family but would stop tn Manchester whe.til har bro£:her 

Hana-sh Go~dQo had settled iA Cheatha~ Hill &oma years befoc~~ 

Ke ~an • £lourlshing salad 0\l buslne&s as w~ll as Ko&her 
Lepe3sach ptoducts - a fi~m Whlch opetat•s ln Ma~cho~tet to 

the pre~ent d~y under di£fe.rent Qvnetsh{p. Slnce it )!'ODld 

1:ake. Chaim Yitz:chal< t.he. better part of tw yeau, to b"Clng hu: 

and the children ove.:r s.he pceten::ed t~ be- in Han(:hel:}ter ~it:h 

hl!t: close faml,ly rilther than wait it out in A11gustf>W where 

living had become dange.rou~ ~nd bUslness bad. 

Cittel , w!th hei t.wo younqer children; Emily and the infant 

Joseph, cemained 1n Manch~.!Stor fo:. tlito year~ and ar::c:ived in 

cape- Town in 1902 dur Ing the Boer Wa t. Rmi ly and 1loe conlO 

~lready ~rattle away In tngllsh •nd Gltt{el had olao plc►-•d 
up ~omc useful phras~s. To the end ct theic days ~otti ~m~Jr 
(my mofher-} and Jcs-cph (rny !lnCle) .&po"ke EnglJ.sh wl~h $}l9htly 

Lancashire accents mixed with an American twang Which they 
adopted from their father who henrd English fo~ the fl~st 
tim!! in PennsyJ.vanla, Th.ey wou1a pronl.lunce "i.1ancl!" 1 .,aCIVahce." 

and 11glance'1 11.ke Araui ·cans w\tfl a~ •1a 11 sound as 1i1 ''ant-511 r 

"ca\'&", etc: bl.It "boQnd" 1 "Iound" and "found" came out pare 
Mancunian (''bahnd", "'rahnd" and 11 tahnd 11

.). 

Immigrants to South ~itica in those days had, the morne~t they 

flteppcd ashoter to f!nd so~e lmrr1~~tate meaps nf llv2tihood , 

Fa~ the most part they becacne pe~la~, or, in Afrlk~anG, 

' 1smouse 11 • The "smous•• was a familiar ~ight in Cape. To~n. He 
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bi-ought Dutch medlclnes1 Getman prints (printed materials), 

ne.edles and thread and basic hous~hold nece~slti~~ to the 

hoaee~ives 1 doors. For the fixst two yeacs aftec hls arrival 
Chain Ylt:z:chak plif?c:$ the "f:OUte bt.tweon Cape TOWtl add 

Simonstown, a British naval base in False Bay. And what an 
elegant pedlar h~ must have beenl 

CPa~m litzohak was very energetic and enterprising, Me oould 
do- anything and evexyth!.n9 w~th his golden hands. kever in 

hls entlte l t £~ did ho- a.llow unrone, ho"i'e.vet highly 

qualified, t,o touch oc repair h.h; machine~ or to flx -anything 
ln his hOm!.! o.c in Glth:l 1 s shoR , »e dld .lt all J,i,nself, 

He 'was ~n absolute petfed:l.oo!s-t, spotle.s-:sly cl~•ar, ar\d 

obsessional about the tiniest de-tatl 1 tro~ting pobo~y when lt 
came to mattets of money or Work. He hod to check and doubla­
check avetything, ~as punctual to a fault ano tan what the 
engli:sh oall 11a tight ship••. "'oe- betide anyone who was sloppy 

ot. ptodu,ced lrnpe~tect work I lied, maUnge.red o.t found 

excuses. His temper 'ifil.$ 11~• etn~ tn e~uption ·- vol~ani~ and 

totally uncontrolled. In anothur time:. and. undet other 

conditions of life he would ~est ce%t~1nty have become a 
fainou:!I en9lneet: 1 uchitect 01: ltwentoi:, l ~an remembet hlm 

with hl-s lea,ther tool satchel in hit, htrr,d. ffe \IS$ ncv~-a: 

"lthuut lt. 

When Gitte l landed in Cape Town sh~ found, to her surgclse 

.and pleasur~, that Chaim Yltzchak had se,t up a veTy 

res,n3c~qble ~i.lnt1n-g es-t~bllshme..nt called '1Caatle Prloting 
Wocks" in a street.. Ciilled. Si-r Lowry l;lOad, vuy neat t.he 

famous penta~onal fot.tress bui1t. by the r.>utch Ea!St lndi~ 

comp•ny over two centurles bttfore tn 1666 , 

Legend n~s lf t~at ulthough he knew nothin9 about ptinting he 

se~ op hl~ first com~osittn9 ~chin~ 3ett!ng the typ~ with 





match-sticks and 
performance of the 

Garden , one of 

undertook to print the fliers for a 
travelling Yiddish Theatre at the Winte~ 

the first theatres in the Cape. How he did 
this eludes me, but given the fact that he was so inventive 

and ingenious I can well believe it. 

It was in the vicinity of the Castle, as it was called, that 
most of the Jewish imsnigrant families settled in spacious 
double-storied Vlctorlan houses complete with decorative~fe~ 

forge • ironwork balconies. Chaim Xitzchak had, purchased just 

such a house at 22 Hanover Street facing the side of the 
Castle named 1'0ranje" in honour of the Dutch House of 
Orange. (Each of the five points were named: Oranje, Buren, 

Katzenellebogen, Leerdam and Nassau).This area, later known 
by it municipal division title of "District Six" deteriotat6d 

into a notorious alum. The early populations consisting of 
Jews, Cape coloureds, Malays and some urban blacks, really 
cared for it and looked after the picturesqu~ s hops and park 

areas. Over the years 1t became the haunt of · drug addicts, 
dagga ( hempweed like hashish/cannabis) dealers , 

drunks , illegal liquor shebeens and prostitution. Je\JS sti l l 

maintained business there but it was a very rough place 
indeed. 

From 1948 onwards, under apartheid,the remaining coloured 
population was 3yatem.atleally Moved to outlying ::>uburbe and 

given alternative acommodation and District Six was finally 
rased to the ground in the 60's. Of the few buildings which 
were allowed to remain was Oranjc House, a new building 

erected by Emily (my mothet) on the exact site where Gittel 

had opened hex: second shop on arrival In Cape Town. 

District Six as I remember it was one of the most colourful 
places in the Cape. For the first eight years of my life I 



lived there and latet:, as a schoolglrl., 2tudttnt and workl.ng 

gltl, went back and forth to help my parenta ln the shop oc 

to br in9 thtn9s to ~Y rnoebet who worked all day and who ~as 
seldom home ,Ono o[ tho highlights oE Oio~dct 81,r woo tho 

Coon Carnival, a competltlve flesta of muelc and dancing and 
original costume~. My mother provided the materials for all 
the costu.rue~ of the vylnq te~ms a~d was ~wotn to 5ectecy lost 

she disclose. the colot1rs or theme$ chosep. I can ne.Ver !iea-c 

the sound of twang.int} banjos, akelele:$ ,1nd 9-Ultars 

.accompanyln9 spi-1nging feet and gyr~ttng bodh.s without 8 

gt~at deal of noetalqle . ThE so~nd oe the vety o~tglnal tunes 

and woi-ds s11ng by ~he cl'}oi~-4 of natur.a:l vo1ce5 a.11 the. 

perfocmers high-stepped it down Hanovet atteet on Old New 

'teat's. Eve (Ou Huwe Jaat) as they cal led it,- on t:"h'!iY ...,,._y to 

Gtetn 9oint ~ommon, remains with me to thi~ day 

Th~ sheets a£ Oistr tct Six ~aa puze Engllch n~mcu a nd late~, 

when it debe-riO'l'.ated1 these name-5 Seemed terr ~bly 

incongruous . · Exet~c Sguar~, Lav~nde.r Hlll, Searle Street, 

H'anovet Stt:eet, 8ussell Sq1.1az:e, Tanndnt Street and a ho~ t. of 

others could not hlde the pove.rty and misery whteh ~xlsted 

the:re. fot ~ome tect~on the Clty cou.ncll of the Cape 

overlooked thls area ·and did nothing to malota1!i it. 

The moment Gittel laid eyes on this hous-t! sh@ decided that 

the.y wo"'-ld live. \n th• t:_og store~ .anc1 ~he WO\ild open_ ~ 

dc-ape-i;y Johop on t~e 9tound f~oor. Wlth ln a s .bort while she. 

got tba- h&ng of things o.nd little ·by littte. souqht out t.he 

me4chants, introduced herself to all the com.me~cial hoQses 

who could -supp·l_y ho.r. with goods. Later Gh~ :lmpo:cted her O\rfn 

m~rchandise f~om Italy, Japan and Britain. I can cle~rJy 

c-e1I1embe,r p'\yse:'-lf .slltir,ig on a ba.le qf Jap silks -which had ju-st 

been dellvere-d f:i:om the dock.s •ith •1.111,rdto.e Bt:oa. Shtpp~t:.s • . 

Yokahama, Japan" pr-lnted on t:ht! he-ssian coverings-



lived there and latet:, as a schoolglrl., 2tudttnt and workl.ng 

gltl, went back and forth to help my parenta ln the shop oc 

to br in9 thtn9s to ~Y rnoebet who worked all day and who ~as 
seldom home ,Ono o[ tho highlights oE Oio~dct 81,r woo tho 

Coon Carnival, a competltlve flesta of muelc and dancing and 
original costume~. My mother provided the materials for all 
the costu.rue~ of the vylnq te~ms a~d was ~wotn to 5ectecy lost 

she disclose. the colot1rs or theme$ chosep. I can ne.Ver !iea-c 

the sound of twang.int} banjos, akelele:$ ,1nd 9-Ultars 

.accompanyln9 spi-1nging feet and gyr~ttng bodh.s without 8 

gt~at deal of noetalqle . ThE so~nd oe the vety o~tglnal tunes 

and woi-ds s11ng by ~he cl'}oi~-4 of natur.a:l vo1ce5 a.11 the. 

perfocmers high-stepped it down Hanovet atteet on Old New 

'teat's. Eve (Ou Huwe Jaat) as they cal led it,- on t:"h'!iY ...,,._y to 

Gtetn 9oint ~ommon, remains with me to thi~ day 

Th~ sheets a£ Oistr tct Six ~aa puze Engllch n~mcu a nd late~, 

when it debe-riO'l'.ated1 these name-5 Seemed terr ~bly 

incongruous . · Exet~c Sguar~, Lav~nde.r Hlll, Searle Street, 

H'anovet Stt:eet, 8ussell Sq1.1az:e, Tanndnt Street and a ho~ t. of 

others could not hlde the pove.rty and misery whteh ~xlsted 

the:re. fot ~ome tect~on the Clty cou.ncll of the Cape 

overlooked thls area ·and did nothing to malota1!i it. 

The moment Gittel laid eyes on this hous-t! sh@ decided that 

the.y wo"'-ld live. \n th• t:_og store~ .anc1 ~he WO\ild open_ ~ 

dc-ape-i;y Johop on t~e 9tound f~oor. Wlth ln a s .bort while she. 

got tba- h&ng of things o.nd little ·by littte. souqht out t.he 

me4chants, introduced herself to all the com.me~cial hoQses 

who could -supp·l_y ho.r. with goods. Later Gh~ :lmpo:cted her O\rfn 

m~rchandise f~om Italy, Japan and Britain. I can cle~rJy 

c-e1I1embe,r p'\yse:'-lf .slltir,ig on a ba.le qf Jap silks -which had ju-st 

been dellvere-d f:i:om the dock.s •ith •1.111,rdto.e Bt:oa. Shtpp~t:.s • . 

Yokahama, Japan" pr-lnted on t:ht! he-ssian coverings-



V~ty quickly Gittel pick•d up OhOUgh Engl!~h, Afrixaons and 

s:matte-z:-ings oi :X.ho.sa 9nd 1Zalu rt\ixed ...,i t}1 'ltdcHsh to attract 

all mannar of customer~. Sha became an expert on the ~ubj,ct 
of tribal blanket-a, s.hawl&, dress material:5 nntJ head9ca.t:. She 

catered to the black people who came from f~c off once or 

twice a yea-r. Git tel 'knew what ·the. col,ouced people and Ho.lay.~ 

J.lked best: and kne'Jt ~xa.ctly riow and whec e to fiud the item:>. 
Augus.t to December found he-r busy with Xct'las prepat lng stock 

for months ahead and intto~ucing a system of lay~bys wh)ch 

would be pald o~ by rin,,,., ,:ach avallablf> child bad to bHi;, 

d~ring the Xmas rush. This becBme a fa~tly tr6dltion io~ 

years to colf\e. Boys and glrls- allke we..Yt: mobilised into 
strimming ~tack s 0£ pan•ffla hats with ribbon 

artiflc&l !lowers and ah odd feather or two . 
rose\:teS-, 

A& ttle. b'1<3inesa fluui:lahed and the children gxew qp Gittel 

moved into ietger premises at io Hanovet Btzeet, the originai 

.site :whe,e OTanje House stll1- stands today. The family al$o 

moved Into their hew home above this shop. There wcxe fou~ 

floora,ewo Q( which ~ere oceq~l9d by t~e family •nC the 

others l.et to other famllles, amon,gst thero r;he Stoc.kbridqes, 

~hose daughtex, Toeca taught music at st. ~a~y•s convent and 
who taught me my fir-st &cales. Tbe-y were devout Catholics- and 
cn1ouxed. No apacth~id then! The gov~xnor of Robben Island, 
the Infamous penal sett~ement, l~peC :olony dnd lat~c prfgon 
(or politic•l p•i•ooer& 3~~h ~• N«l~o~ H~~dcla o.nd 

&lso lived in on~ of the dpartnient~ ~ One d4y 

curiosity got th~ bette~ of he£ and ~he asked h1m t o 

oth-c.t-a-, 

Gittel's 

show her 

the l8land. The 90Verrtot ferried her ac~Oa$ the Cape rollecs. 
She vas ~eij-stck for aays, Olsgusted bf what ~he haa seen 
Ch~l~ Yit:enak's buainess flourished equ~\lY well and in 

Febtuary, 2903, h~ became a fully natorallsed South Afxican 

cltixen. Kl-s two oldez: -son,s, Nahum and rs.ldore, worked with 
him while the othera w~r~ at school. Later Nahum started hi5 



own 1'Y-&lnes$ 
the business 
lOined him 

g1)para te. ways 

t\S a 1iie.xcantlle bi:oi<l!r. while: Isidore temalned tn 
for th~ r~st of his lite. Hls broth~ Jack 

tot a w'hJ. le but thi;y d Lsagre.ed ctnd -went the: it 

When wce w~-re- c::hildt.en it bec:ame a ttadltion fo.r us to belp 

ataple the progriamme5 whlch wer:e pr:lnted bi' Ca&He ~t"lnt.inCJ 

;..l'ot.k:l and, oo t he avening oi: pet fot:inanaes at t:he. City HallT 

dlsti;:lbute: them l!il$l.Ong the ~at;,on, , Jn thl2 .,,ay 11\Y cousins and 

I; f~om eaYlie~t childhood, atten6ed ev~ry possible 

p4rfortNSnce of music, opeca, ballet and 'te.cital.s b_y locala as 

well as ~orld-£amous artlets, free of chac9a, Who coUld 
forge~ Be.nl~mlno ct9ll, aenpo Hos&~ J~i t5ch, Vladimi~ 

ttorowitz, A.ffielita Galli~Curci, aositil Sllvest~i and the Ca~l 
Rosa Opera Company; Veta HemchinoVa and BoriS- Oubokhoff of 

the disbsnded Ballet ,'Russe to name but a few. 

Chaim. Yltcehak was v~i;y ad ive to 

the first Cabba,i (.deaeon) of 

Con.etltut1on Stree-t . (alao in 

com1'1Unal affat~s. Ha ~~s 

~he orthodox ~ynagogue in 

Ol~trlct Si k ) called Belt 

Hamld~ash Hechodo~h. M f~c ~s he wa~ concezned it was an 

authent>ic .:c:epllca of at\y t:·e.al synagogue ln Europe. 4fld not. iilj 

uopy 0£ d Gothic Cat.nedca} 11~~ the Gardens 5ynago~e ~hose 

r.abbls ve'te tra.lned a t the Hebtew- Union College ana worr~ 
c1exical eotla~s !i~e the Christian~. Gltt~l and Cheim 
Ylt-?.ch~k 

Engllsche 

conduct:· 

bu i Jdlng. 

found it 

as IJ@ 1 t as. my father refe r red to it as "di1ot 

Shul 11 
- the "Engllah Synagogue." and would Nthez.' 

a~~vlces i~ the\~ homes t~an pVt a Eoot into that 
I.ate.rt however, roy uncles a nd all the chlld,:en 

q~lte a pl~asant place t o be 1£ one vas obliged to 

go to ~he synagogue regularLy. The im.~1grants from central 

and Eastern Eucope who llvod 1n Hanover Street, P4rkin 

street, Caledon street and t«ooot Street - latCU" Dl:st.tlct S!x 

- pcefer.C'ed the orthodox -shql becau.ae lt vas famillax to theUl 





and they could identify with the ambience and tho cu&toms 

down to tne !as~ d~tails such a..s , for example , putttng llttle 
mounds ot snuu on the arJSt of eaoh .sf?at: to tef"tll!sh the 

wotshipper~ or th~ little snacks of sponge cake, brandy oc 

herring a£tey the s~rv1ce. 

As children we use~ to Git Wllh my g~Andfather whose enti:e 

body -.,4s 'oirl:.pped in hio fringed ta.lit aod we s ·huddered -.,nen, 

-as a "Cohen (or prtl!st) 1 he fell to the qrou.nd during speci.al 
prayers oc blessed the 0ongre9at1on f~om tn f~ant of the ~oly 

At~. If"'~ looked, wa Wt,t:'e. told, Wd would 90 bllnd l 

Ch~lm Ylt:cha~ ws also one of the first Zion~st5 in cape 

Town. He was a membe~ oE Oo~shei Zion (Seakers of Zion), a 
group 1n whlch mo~t respected Jews, leade~s of the commun1ty 
were tnvolved. lt was mote ln th~ nature of a soclal 

obllg•tlon since he had no intention ot eyer settling ln 

Er~tz Yiscael but collected money oo th~t others c~uld be 

settled there. 

Nobody could or ddred to beat Chaim YJt.z:chak at cncs-s.. H1s 

~on5 and cronles played wt~b hlm but ~he !Un v~s ust1ql\y 

spoll~d by hl-! violent temper .ancl hls intoleranc:e towards 
poot moves or m1st-3kes or taking too lor,g to decide. In a 

flagh he would upset the eot1?e tab!~ and senO the ivory 

~l\QS--8 pb,cca~ •CAt.t.ec-lng •11 over- ~he !loor. 

Wh~n I was ve:r.y .sma.11 !t. ""a,s my job to stt under tlle t.able 

and collect the. cheatimen and retLJrn the,(!\ to t-J,elt' box·, As the 

years pass.ea an:d the community grew Cittel and Chalm 'tlt:zehal'. 

Cohen made milny f-riendo. The focal point of J~wtsh socla l 

life al: the ttmc ._.a,s the: irynbgoguc so that people ►.new each 

ot.he..t, ll not lntl-mately1 t-heo by -d!.ght, 





A couple with whom they WELe on quite (~ienOly te%ms with was 

H.oshe a,Jld Chaya .«~nia {Chtenh~) Kaplan, immigra nt,s from 

Lithuania, whose t\rfO children, Jennt (Sheine) and Sam 

(~imr.ha) were friendly with thel~ chi1dren, 

Moshe Kaplao looke.d l)ite iOng Geotge V and hia wlf.e, a lways 

Clllled Chlenna, ~ais a till:( b~t ene-rqetio voll\i3n v 'l'J,ose 

cu~guoiee earx lnqg fa~~inatcd me a~ ao child. She ~as born Jn 

Sldluwa in Lithuanlaf a tiny- vitlag~ not often l'Mrked on 
GWlpCL M.Y .fath~z: Usld to say II Sidluwa is a big as a yawn". 

1'bey; z:~tt,ei: stlie, cq;n a snial1 groc:ex:y and tiweet shop whlle. he 

spent his time, in trt1e .Easte.xn european fashloh, in the. 

synagogue. aecause- of thi~ both the le children became ,;1i111c,st 

agnostic, observing ~ittle or nothing of Jewish tradition and 

customs. Thi! ru.em.ory of that tiny worna1\ wotking -so hat:d so 

mee~ly, pattP.ntJy ~nd ~nco~plain\nqly, without any support 
from h6r husband 1et them against ~ynaqo~ues and rel191on 

E"ore-ver. 

Ch~enna•a halfbEot.h~t, Jacob .F~ledland, ~ho came to South 

Ah; lca long befo.ce th~y Qid was .t \f\11!:llk-nown ost.rJch 't.tl!!.itl\er. 

and cuz: lu dealer who w&s a lso •'very r i..ch and very s,ipbb(!lt) .One. 

day hts ana Ch!enna's nephew, th~ son of the!~ btother Meler 
Yonah who still remained i.n Stdlu-.-•a, Z.:1l1Mrn 7,vl (Jilrsch in 

¥1ddlAh> arrived 1n ca~! Town having ~scaped army setvice. 
1 ike ao !llilnY bei9:r-~ t\im_, in the. Rus.s ian ..Arfhy. 

He knt!w Chienns well from horne- and had come to stay W1th her-., 

sha~ing • bed with his e ouEin Sam and bPing ~~ught b~sic 

E:nglJah by hh, cousin Jenny who was. then t:r4inlng to be s 

tec1cher. Zal,"'8,n va.a a ty~tool +i'{ei:shiva Boohe?" 11 , a pupil ot 

the ;,orld-famol,J.s Rabbi 1-s::ael Ka!ot: Ha-Cohen - the "Chafetz 

Chbho" of. Rl!ldin in Llthu1uiia. • He waa 1\-nqwo by thlo' nom~ 

because of a book he had ~cltteu with that f.ltle. Rou9fll:y 

translated it rnean-s "Oe-sire:c: of Life•• - "Whoever d~::.lres life 
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cn1.lf;t guard his llp4 f~l)e> s~ea.kinq eVil or 

anyone and mu,t pursue peace~. Hy fatner 1 

this philosophy all his life. 

fto ru sl~nderinq 

Xalroan, stuck to 

Chle-ona, ln fact, was- ~is step- ,;1unt and J.tcob P'tiedland hl!i 

f\J11 unc.le because hl~ paternc1l 9randntothet'r Dina. , hlild be!!:r1 

married three time:$ and had produced two son$ by one! husband 

ca11e..d Friedland and one daughte~, Chienna, by her 9econd 

husband, Stein. This matt~red not one bit. Zalman a4qte6 ~is 
aunt C"iehna and she hi.mi 'rhen his uncle., ,Jac:qb Friedland,. 

stepped in and sent hls neptH~v off to the calvlnln Dlst:rict, 

fout days by horse and cart., ftom Cape Town, to wo.rk in the 

concession store and ostiicb faxm of~ frlend oL h\s there. 
Zalmao went under protest and thta changed his antl~e life. 

1'),.ough he re~inecl t-xaditiona:J. and -rel lgious his high 

intellect .... a11 11ot. fully exploitl!d and hls pure- t!plrlt was 

~erious1y damaged as he limped along te1uctantly in bustne$5 

qlving most o[ his l:lme to c:omrnuna1 affairs Jn the Jewish 

CommQnlty. Tha"k~ to him we were ta~ghL the H~li~ew l~nguage 
aAd /e\li.sh culture. .,,,tticll .:stands me, especially, in good stead 

each and eve~y day 



DINA .m. F~TEDLAND 
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•Showing Zalman's relationship to Jenny and St:1 11\ Kaplar. -

step-eouslns . 



By this tlm• Ell\lly, now a beautiful woman of 27 told by the 
norm& of the times) and unmarried, z:an the business with her 

mothet Gltt!l, kept house for her an was not allowed to wock 
fo't t1nyone: else. eve,n though she bad gone to Gecretarial 

~chool and was very efflclunt. 

tn 1919 2alnian, now a smell busines•man, came back to Cape 

Town, He was sL~ong 1 handsome 6nd leiU:ned dad could now ~peak 

Afrikaans and a heavily a~cent~d EngJis~ of so~ts ~ The t ~o 

families, Coh~n and Kaplan decided, after w~tchlng hlm 

closely in Shul, that. he would make a f1ne husband for Emily. 

tfobody asked. Klll.ly what she wanted but she neither: protest~d 

nor dl8obeyed. Zalmain hPd ~l~s ~Qmlred her and he was gui~e 

happy to hav~ ~on &o lovely •nd C~Dable a ~ ife ~ 

They wer@ 1.Utricd on J'i.ine 1st, 1920. As a weddin.,g gift to h~:r 

dau9hter Gi tt!!l hande.d ovet her lol \y stocked drnpe.ry 

bu.,lnt:.sa tak l.nq it for granted that Emily would : follow ih her 

footst~ps while ~he tetlr~d to spend six mo~tfis of each year 

ln her summer chalet in Mul,zenbe.cq csnd busylnq hets1tl£ with 

synagogue and communal affaits. The metchants and commerclal 

ficms, ho',.'ever, w~ l.l:l d nol let her be and came at all. times to 

gect hex advice. So 'lilly-nilly s/le '/'Ii d~<!"'D b&ck l<:>~Q 

bu:iln~s life aud continued to do so on a consu.lt~ncy basi!S; 

unt il she rMde up her mind to go to s.ettle in Palestine 1n 
1~33. 

EHH,Y COHEtl m ZALMAN FRIEDLAKD 

HEYEtR JONAK 81!:RNARD ABRAHAM CLARE BRENDA MERCI>. RA) 



GITTEL GORDON If CHAfM YITZCHA~ COHEN 

NAHUH I StoORE JACK LIOIIEL EMILY. JOS~H 
M M M fl ( UNMAflRl ED) 
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THI?SE ARE 'l'HE CIIH,DREU ANO l.! GRANOCH!LDREN OF Gl'l'TEL AIID CHl\111 'l'ITZCHAK COHEN 



TH~ JOURN&Y TO PALESTINE-

tn 193\soon aftet Chaim Y!t~chak 1 s death f~o~ canc~r Cltt&l 
sold he~ t o~n ho~•e at t09 Roland $treet in tho t~Dldenti~l 

area that had grown up outside of Dlstlct Six as well as , he~ 
wooden, summer ch~let in Xillarney Road , Muizenbetg . She alsQ 

sold the contants 0£ both houses . There W41e wonderXQ~ ~ieces 
o( fllc n tture, art·deco -1nd art nouv~:lu :ju~t the thiug 

today; a :round --reo 9r,1ma-ph.on-e \t'lth painted golden draqons, 
dcap~s and cove~tn9s, clocks snd ocnarnents . Some- pleces, 

~awever .. were given to my mother. All C:ha-im ¥itzchak 's book!:: 

\nclud!og a l eath~r bound set of tbe Talmud wue donaeed tq 
t he synagogoe library as wel l as her own; foy Ahe too was an 

•vid .readet. and ~spec1ally li ked the ;?ohat which diMlt \iith 

Ja~ish mysticism. She ~ead Cerm3n, Polish, Russian, Yiddish 

and English quit• ea~lly , 

1'.ll the contents of the :J\lfllffiC:r house maj.nly .sh·ells •he. haO 

CJdthered .along the be:aches, Lntett!st1nq blts of driftwood snd 

seaweed and some iustic pieces of fu1,n!ture wece given 

to people she llk@d. r &Uppose sbe must have kept a 

th!nqs for he::tself a.s me1rte:.nto5 1 ~1,:1t as J ~ecul,l, \/hen she. ce;me 

to stay with u..s: _prloc: .to he-.:; leaving fan. PalestlnP.~ all h!!r 

possessions were crammed into an enocmuus tr.~velling trunk 
a great chest which, when empty s@-rved as a rnatwdlous 

hiding pl;ace. £or chJldl:tn 

Ouc fa~ily now occOpled a nc~ house in the Ca~deos o~ea ln 

Clive st~eet off Upper Hill Stt~et - a p!caa~nt plac~ n~ar a 
pine fore-st within walking distance of th~ family busine5s in 
Hanovo, S-tt:~et. Uy patent..s bought .lt when my sister Ke.te:io 

~~a bo~n and we h~d alteady bean llv1ng there tor aeveral 
years. tn the interlm Cha.Im Yit~ch~k "hoil.d di,ed oi cancex and· 

Jack Lionel. "'ho had ma cried· 8va Woolf of lirfhom both his 



pa~~nts had disapptoved, 
son Hahucn waa rMtr l-ed to 
d~dghter of vell known 

was now dJvorctd. Gittel's oldest 
Rebecca Hotz, the 

oati\ch feather 

auburn halt1td 
moz:c.hanta of 

Oud t ahoorn. Isidore too had Nrrted Y•~ta s.nuloVltz ~ho haa 

JU).iq:ated f~o~ the town of Nevel ln Poland and Gettlvd in 

Xlng Willtaia•s Town ln the. Tz:aneket where haz:: brothe-rs ,an 

concession sto~ea ln Taolo ana lfmtata. Joseph ~ao away 

scudylng medlclne ln Gl•sgo~, Scotl•od aueh ~galnst Glttel's 
~lll. She begged and ple•ded vlth him to glve it up and to so 

lnto bostnes• and al1D0st succeeded ln ••bot•glng his stadte.s 
by travelling to Scotl~nd ln 1923 to bring hl• back hOIM. The 
tone of his letters had dlatucbe~ he[. Sha fwlt he was 

-.,orklng t:oo hard and not tlvlng ~•11. U11r acousr-.e.nt was that d 
doctor's life w-s one blq tu•h wlth little to eho,., for- tt. 

Although she did m.,naqe to brlng hlm back tot• y@8r and he 

did 1T1ake m.oocy ~e~ltng medical lnotrument• fot Ow•n and Jones 

(3tlll in cxiatence todt1y) 1 th• 11,oJ!\ent h• h•tl enough £unda ho 

,~turned to coutlnut! his aludlaa . U11£ort:-unet•lY ht bec41Mt 
aerioualy depre-ssed ana wafi uneble ro pceccle~ a~~ ao~tox. 
Be. was- returned to Cape town where he l lved uritil hls ~Nth 

ln 1958. Gittel 6uppotted hlm through all tho&@ year by 

sending £und~ foe his upkeep f~om P0Je•c\n1. 

Joseph Samson, 

for 1.whi1111lnq 

Uncle Joe, was £•mou$ fox hovlng won meOals 
the RlvH Clydo 111 sc-,tlan'1. He "'as 

exceptionally good 

clothu •nd the hi9h 

looting ~nd 5trong; A lover of beaut!tu1 
life coupled wtth •~ almost oba8s•lon~l 

atubbornne3& and neatness. He too woald •lJov no-ono to 

•ttend bl• even when he 
bl• eatly demlae f.t:om 

111.:,~tH, 

was setiou3ly 111. ~hi• Dto~ght •bout 
gaogr~ne c•ueed by bo.dly t~e1te~ 

~ltt•l v~, alxty nJne vhen she decided to e•lgt•t• to 

Palestlne, This waa a vast aq~ in those days Vhen tht Jlfa 



e:,cpectancy rate 

decided to go to 
himself to die 

was far lower tha n lt is today. 1f anyone 

Palestlpe. it. fl\ea n t that. ho Was pre"{)arlnq 

there - a singular honour t hen and nov. I 
know that 'Cl i s was in Gittel 1 s mind because a-he ·had, packed in 
her great trunk, some holt~ of really perfect linen for h~t 

shroud. The worse th~hg ~• far as sfle wa& concecned ~as to be 
buried lfl '8: shzoud .>xovlded by s~angers. t.\t.e e v erything 

4!" l :.e i.n hc-c l 1 f e l t had to be her very own. Ghe \(;38 tot<1lly 

independent fi nancially and physically and could not bear to 
b~ asslste.d ln any way.GlLtel felt that hec work wa~ done. 

aer children ~e-c.e oft Jie.t" hands-, aihe. now had twa,lve. 
graodchl l dYen and had reached her .seventieth year .in 

rea~onsble health, it was tlme to move toward the thing& of 

the spLtit . Her travel plans we~e quite si~ple . She booked a 

pas!age fo~ h~rs~lf and hei son, J~ck Lionel, on the Italia~ 

l in.et "Otil~~otl O"rte. of t ... o ne',l,' J.tt;,rnr¥ VP-$S1!.ls tf\at left Cape 

"l'own on F''fld.ay afternoons. "l'ha- other one vas the "G1,1tli0 

Ceaare", Gi ttei wa5 hoping that. her &on Jaek Lionel, ne.wly 

divotecd, would £ind a good womon to mar~y in P~1e3tlne. Her 
IJCnt:- was noi.,., towocd C'ellglon and the rellglOU!t life so she 

began to w~ac a ''sheitel" 0.1; w! g ave~ ht!c hale and to 

minutely obs~c-vo the mitzvot ln ij ~y she had oevi.,r Qone 

befo~e. tt ~as, as l have said betor~ , a k1nd of pzepacat1on 
for the future, ~ conditlonlnq fot de~th ~o tu ~p~ak . 

.J,11-c)f: L i onel a9ree8 i:Q ~cco~~.iny t-Jo t:: bu·t ~e£u.••d .any 0£ t,~s. 

mother's chosen helpm~ets. He was a rea1 dandy who loved to 
dQnce and to go to football qame~. H~ ~as ijlso vexy good 

lockit\g and co:r:t.,ir1Jy not shoct of lady £ti ends. 'the thought 

oi a good Tel1']'lous Womlln ftom a good fiimily in !?.ales.tine 

he-ld no attraction for h1in (Ind he 1:etu.rnod to South Africa . 

I clea-rly cemember the day my. gcdndmothet Glttel •Satled fox 

Palestln@ All twelve qtandchlldr~n cam~ to ~h~ doc~s to s~e 



her off. each was- given a part.lug q1 ft of ii slab of chocolate 

ln dark blue paper and one shilling, ThLs was~ fortune 
~hen one considers that eher@ w~re twenty sbllllnga 

po~od. , One shllUng bo~ghl: a lot of' thinqs ln those days. 

then 

to a 

Gitt~l was dressed in a soft grey silk costume, a heavy gold 
ehaln with Its sapphire sunburst about her ne~k ~f\d htx 

dia--BU>od earrlnqG dangling (~om undez her grey sllk swathe9 

toque.S~e had ell her rlngo on her flnge-re anC a jevelled 

bracelet acound het wr1~t. She brought hec own food which was 
stored fo& he: ln a ~pecial cotner of the ship's CQld storage 

alnce. oll she would eat on board wo\,lld be t.rult. Anythlng 

else w~s not permis~i~l~ beceuG~ of net striot Qbservetion ~~ 

Kashrut, the clletai:y laws.I -remember the ship p1.1lllng a.way 

!tom the Ooct,$, the band playing, the intertwining col◊Uted 

streamers and people wavlng. i remembe~ too that my mot.her 
wept. Hot itfo had not been ea.ay. 

Glltel ocrlv~d In Tol-Avlv but stayed the::e only o .short 

whlte. Sh~ preferred J~rusalern and Winterod ln Tlburias whet~ 

5ke enjoyed ~he famoU6 hot m1neral beths . Until her death i n 

1134 3 she l l vcd ln d. ~moll oott4g~ -Gh!!. ll&d buill, wllh ~r;,et:id l 

p1nmi :;sion, in the. 9tounds ot the Un).c.eO ~9t:!4 Horne in 
Je-r:u3a1em, Later Whon hct: health b89il'1 to fall she moved into 
the institution ltself. Up till ~hen, she prefen;ed het 

tndep<!nde.nce . The .little cotta9e, as wel l as most oE har. 

posses$lOo~ 5he rnugt surely have donated to the hom~ since as 

fal"r a:, i,1e car, uncler!J·t:a·od hoth,i.rig was left to a;nycme. 0'1 m.y 

fl.:.st visit to the Unit:ad Agea Homo ln saach of lnfortl\atlon 

pe,taining to Cittel's life and death there l had an uncanny 
axpcrJcnco. An old M~n who hnd been a clerk there fox over 60 

yeaxs, a man l had never a~eh before~ looked ~ttalght at -c 

~5 l entered tlle -room," ~oa, ere Kr.a. Gi t ·te.l Cohen of s2ut1', 

Afc lea ':s r-!!lti1lion" ht: ~id without l~-avlng a.ny m.atgln for 



&rror. •1·ri,e way yo1.1 stood tll!lre,, the way you c:arty your~e~f -

it'$ exactly th~ 3am~. ! remember hec ve~y wall~ Sht ~as 

someone not easily fn,rgotten." He theo showe.d me the ent.ry in 

hls ledger of he.i: death - 2-lr.<t day of E).ul 1943,- , 11u.m , On 

Hebr~w nllmerology} 1 cor,espondlng to 28th September, 19471: He. 

al:s.o ahowed me a mahogany• £'tamed mirtor which sh~ h.!d doncttet') 

to the office, She had eorved hex na~c on it l~ ttne He0£ew 

capitals. Ap~arently ~ht had also sp~nt a gteat deal of he~ 
rn~nt!y repcdr~ng the: 'i'l'Olllen'a gallery (S:z"Yat. Na.shim) • n the 

synagogue, provld 1 ng 11nproveO snn 1 tat ion throughout. tf\t:-. 

bulld1ng an~ adding some aestht1c touches. From h~r l e~~er5 

we leacned that she bad become friendly Wlt.l\ the wo~ld fa~ou$ 
Hat21V Kook :and hts fall'.l1ly -Whou-e semilble,moclern approach. to 

Jodai.srq obvlou~ly tilttr4cted hr"C. Citt"el h.ad definitely been 

there find left het. raark l I Oux:lng he-x: fir~t stily ther.e she 

botJght .a house and an Or.an9e grove if'I W)\.tt \a no\J Recflavi~,­

a ptime Jeruaolcm uubtu:b and tr1ad to cncou.r:age my parents 

(Emily And Za,l~n~ t:o leave Sot.1th l\J:ric:a J ana ~ett l e- Jn 

Palestine.Both my pareots could not s~e the1nselve:s livln9 in 

l:1\t'. "tui~nt" el'S. they• called it t1nd !So the hou-se and qr:ove 

were sold . ~l~e most Jaws afi my father•s type, actbAlJY iv[ng 
ln Jerusalem was not y~t 1!!I v!al:)l,e ,po5sibillty, The 

trac;\ltion:il concept. of "Heavenly Jen:usalem1
' "Yerushalayim 

de Ha.alah" - the intangible, unrt!aehable clt:.y of QUt"ity l!l\d 

light wns mor~ io the nature of a metaphyfiir.~l conce~t rat~er 
th.:1n ..-in o.ctu,;\l c-~.:.Uty which cou1.d ncv~n d,c.htt Until, th~ 

coming of t:ha Messiah . In h.is vi.ew angels liv-.,d in 
11 Jetbsalem11 and people groped about in "e~rt:bly" Jetusale.m 

waiting [OT redemption. 

Git~el, howeve~, foond immediate redemption 

Je~usalem. Worc l~d about her daughter, E~l lyjs 

in. de.y-to-t;la-y 

a l fi:lc-ut t Hfe 
ln south Africa, she hastened to Rachel's Tomb, measured out 
the entire area ._.1th red tape artd .sent .1 t to her- to ve~r 



ar:ound hex n~c:k as a talisman .against ill health .-nd 

difficult times. Jetusalern ha.d changed this ha-rd -'heoaed 

bu~tn4&S wom&n tnto a total b~l!ever in th~ rM9!cal qualities 

vhi<;-f\ existed in every cJt"°'~-tmeter of that city. F'ron. -wnAt t 
have heard sh~ -lso lndulg~d in a little buying and ~elliag 
in Jerusalem but 1 havei. no proo! of th!e, f t'C1n~mbe~ hex: 

lctteta to my cnothet. de:scrlbin.9 the beauty ol Je~t,Jsal,e,n, tie:c 

ti-.;a1n jo9,tney$ via Hai fa and Ras Naltu.ra to Beic•1t, the Path; 

of the Lebanon, and T~l ~viv ~hlch did not ove~1mpress her. 
Remember that ~ll thts was very much pre-state and T~l Aviv 
wa5 hardly .a city at all. 

Gittel's t1emendous independence nnd f~rslghtedness lnclud~6 
providing a headstone- for her own gcave, Shl! could neve.t be 

sure l:hat any of her child1:en or their offspi:ing wonld do a:o 
or would evec com, to ratnel but W3nted to be sut~ that i£ 

they did they -would £ind he,: :i;est..ing place ~1'his is exactly 

what happeneQ when my .cou:sln Hattie (Of'. Matlllas Coher!), 

Nahum's son, hi-!: wiCe Jet:tn and I we-nt in .se~tch of Grariny 

01ttel's gtav!!!!:, eventually we found i t after wandering about: 

the winding alleys of Je.tusalem 1n t1ca..tch of the. :rlgbt Chevta 

l(ad\,.hf) l;!l~t c01,11i, ~:qrect us t:o tfl;e e.>talj:t spot.. Cittel ls 

buried on th.e Mouut of 011 ves which was in Jordanlan hanas 
until th~ S i x Day War 0£ 1967, 

Men)" o .£ th<! aeol'\b.e h.td be.e,n d~aec:rnted, but: lUtkily, not:. 

Git'tel's ; We ._.ere ~ble QQ tooate it af.ter in9e~ti•3ating the 

fl.lc:t,c concerning hc.t deoth at t.hc United ./\ged Hott1e , and later 

with the help of a map of the cem.etry provided b~ the Chevra 

Kadlsha. ~~ go ta vtsl t. the g~ave a$ regularly as we c~n to 
p4y our resp~cbb to ouc fa.mlly's flt"8t plonee& ln IsrA~l, fa 

o~r forezunn~'t. 
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Wust befor• concluding this section on th~ days and waya of 

Oittcl Chai ~nd Ch•Em ~1tzchak Cohen let me SAY that, irt my 

vie.w, c)iO~ of tbei,:t de.&cend:ante who Qij;vc !Jb.cceeded in buslr,css 

o~ $ho~ hlqh busineoo ac~men moat d~finitely have inherited 

the1£ t6lents £com these two ~emar~able fotbeara. Whlle lt la 
true that QO$t of the famlly have an eye fot so~~thtng good 

or wottbWhlle, or even a bargain, t:per~ ~re some ~ho have 

made it in the wotld of high finance and co~m.erc~ . Othecs in 
the -academic flelds ha.,ve sho"'n 

is, of COUt'Se, choose 
gt~ndpa:t:ents t t • 

egual 

the 
characte~. Tha secret 

right parents a-nd 

ro da~e there are three of their grandchlldron living in 

I3~~Cli eight graat - grandchlldcen and twelve t3caeli ~bDtn 

g.reat-g:eat-qrandchlldren. - ',sabl:as, 



GRAHDCH!LDR,EN 
1,IVING IN 1 SRAli:C. 

l'IAT'l'IE COHEN 
RITA \COHEIIJ LOON 
CLARE(FRIEOLAND\WOLLACH 

GREAT-GR~DCHILDREH 
LIVlllG 11; ISRAEC. 

JOC!<LY>l(CQHEN)BROWN 

5ALLYlFRISDLAND)AHARONl 
9HELL1!:Y(WOLLACHIZBE!VI 
!LANA(ll'OLLACH)GAASH 

DR.CAIL(LOON)LUSTiG 
ROSLYK(C.OON)BUDOW 

51';\lltli!Y LOON 
SHELL~Y(M!CHAmL310VE:D 

GREAT-GREAT 

GaANDCHILOREII 
SOR"1 IN ISRA&L 

lfURITII B!IOW(I 

ELLA AHARON ! 
MIKI ZEEVI 
¥OHi Z!EVl 
NETTA GUS$ 

RACHEL WS'l'IG 

DAVTD LUSTIG 
MICHAEL LOON 
NADAV OVEO 
¥AIUV OVED 

DANIEL auoow 
SHBLLEY BUDOW 



GltTEL AMO CHAIM CDl!E» 1S OFFSPRING ANO THEIR FAMILIES 

This except1onal couplo ptoduced t h lld ren of no mean t$lents . 
Each, ln h!& owo ~~y had something opecial, som~ c reatLVe 

91ft, $OCial sklll ot com..~urclal ability. While diff~rent 1n 
maoy way$ all possess,ed the high tempexamcnta! 

chatactarlstic:s and drive attributed co, 1:-tie '"COMA.NIM", the 

elite prlt!stly ~eC't 'N"llo admintnstered to the gen.er1l 

ptoletarian ma~s o[ lsra~litcs. UnlJke the equally ~Lite 

Lev ites - t.he !!weet singers of !s~ael - they we.t::e. .kho-wn tab~ 

a short-~empered, hl9hly motlvnted, obs!~stonal~ c~itical 

breed which da~anded ~etfeot~on of ~tsel f and of othazs 

Host of the males ln thi.e family choSe wivf!·s who could cope 

...,ith their e.tcong pz: inciple~, obsessivenecss ~lid vtolent: 

tempers. They pt::ovlded. laug:htet und brought genL1lne hutllour 

lnto the home ~s ~ll ~s ~hat love, t~ndernesn and tomance 

th" 1 r li vl?S pe:cml tted. l t. was not that these men d 1d not know 

how to laugh, love or show tencernf!ss - on the contrary 

they carea only too d~eply, could laugh at & very good joka 

dnd abhoc~ed anything unjust or 1nfetlor. Whey found lt 

dlfflcult tn show tendeYness or outwa~dly de~onstL~te their 

f~ellnqs or comm~nicate e~otlon l•st it be 1otetpreted A~ 

~ea~ness~ Oitt•l and Chaim Cohen had set 6tanda~da difficult 

The e-lde'"St: con, as- T have :iJ1~nt'ioned ·be.foTe -was ttahum: 

NAflUH AND RBB&CCA COHSij A/ID THEIR FAMILY 

Nahum Cohen, Uncle Nahu~, my ~otberls eldest brother was o 

handsome man who bore a -strong re-se!l\bla,nae to hls father-. I 
·c&n elea:rly xe.c.all his finely featu~ed face and he.ad, hts 



elegant manner ilod, despite hts medium height, h is ii.Ill! 

c1x~ i age . He v b~e gold-cLmt11ed spectacles o~ a plnce-naz a " d 

we~ Al ~ay4 sgpetbly turned out 

~tXe many• £uropean 
cop~e~p,ate an~, bj 

something to behold. 
-Polish and German 

sc.hola~ befote him his hand\rfritlng , ~Ute 

today 's standards, flne calligraphy, was 
He had leat"ed to write in nus~ian, 
at a gymnasium or high scOool instead ~f 

being sent to a Ycahlva whe:e 311 secular teaching wag banned 
and consldel'.ed to bt. ~or"?'.Upting, '1h1 le he went to "ched~t" 

~nd l~a~ned what eve(~ Jewish chJld leatned in tho~e daye, 
the maln body of his educatloo was seculac 110 th-at \lO 

arriving 

d6)U5t to 

in $outh J\ft t e a- as ..1 _youn9 111an he c:.01.1ld easily 

th@ cond1t!o1,,; and demands of. !iving there . 

.Li>.e his f.~ther, Chalto 'O.tchat., whom ht>. eccompan1cd to South 

ii.fJ::tca, 11• 

this,. he had 

mother, ..... 
day. Cittel1 

pOSS~SSl':d 

excellent 

one a£ 

"ho !l"Qoke 

a volatile tempetarneot. Still , ~espite 

;ocial ~kills and, according ~o my 
the mo.st sought-after young ineni of h1s 

Yiddish loterspersod with the high 

souudiog C1tman phrases .she Uked to use, Ci'8llcd hlro 
11s=1 lonfeh ig" 

p.'r !nae. 

¾Ccep~ble at cooxt, so to speak, like a 

Nuhum •s social 5~!ll~ e:ctended to cxper~ ballroom dancing and 
lleinCJ tne perfect e3co-ri;.. 1 can st.ill remember prh,~.a- won ,at 

bal ltoom dances which he! CJe&VI! to tl\Y mothei:-, h i.!! r.iste.:- Emily_, 

l.')f whom he was- s1ngul-arl-y fond, A Chlues-4! la~qui:x: jewel bux 

wn(o~ I ~t!il use teddy, a blue sllk embroidered Japanese 

parasol , dO oval-shaped gold w&Cch and a cut-gla~s bottle of 

pl!.rfutrie. 

Tn 19&3 Nahum IT\Arriea Rabecca Hotz , my Auntie Becky, the 
aubuxn-hdi:~d daughte~ of Ma~cus and PaulJne Hotz of 



.,. -

Obdt·shoorn, then the oatr ich feather capi tsl of South Aft ica. 

At that t ill'e O~dt:Ghoot:n ;,,,,a,~ known as- ••x&RUSHM.AYIM D' APRlltA" 

"The Jerusa.lem of Ah:lca" b•e.l.use so many Jevlstt fa;mille.s had 

settled there in the w~ke of the pEosperlt~ brought about by 

the gteat ostrlch f~athcr boom, 

Hazco~ Hot~, the mayu~ of Oodt.shoorn, a mob3tacltlod ge..ntl&Mn 

whom C can recall ~eelng on sevetal occasions ~Oen he vl~lted 

his family at the Cape is 11\entioned in the Af:..r:lkaans novel, 

"Sonde !l'let die suie.•+ - *'Tt'oubles with the Neighbours", by 

tanc;e.nhoven 1 the A(rikaans wrlttt' who aleo wrote tbe now 
co.ntrovet:ilal national anthem, "Die. Stein van S~ld Afrlk;:1" .. r 

also remembex my ~untie Becky's m.othe.c, Pauline;- a 5\ofeet 

EUtQpean lady, hunched over the piano playlng H•ndelsohn's 

SP.Ying Song vlt~ the b~aut~ful strands of pearls about her 

n~ck almost tQuchlng the k~ybo~cd. 

Ho5t of al.l t remember Sunday afternoons .tpent. at theix h.onte 

iri Qhodes1a Rd., M~lz~nberg. 1here would alway~ be t~a and 

vondetf~l h9me-~ade btO\nl btead f..t:esh t~om the ov~n wlth 
butter and jam. ~o cake in the wotli;:I ever taeted better to me 

than that bread. Thete was Also a coffee-qrinding fflachioe on 
the k llchen w.11 wll:h which we loved to play as children 

unde~ the watchful eye of old Oora, my aunt's mald, who had 

come with her fro~ O~dtshootn. ~e 41$0 ~pent lots of. time 
wc,tchi.09 th" traln6· r1Jshln,g paof=. t:h.c hoUee, ~•ck •nd focth, 

f:om Ca~e to Slmon~town . 

B~cky wa~ a yoan9 lady of quallty. She p0$SeDscd excellent 

s·ecretarlal skltls and b~c.am! secretary and later 

postmlsb:&-Ss at .the Kamenasie Dam P:r.:ojec~ alter ttte collapse 
of the ostrich feather market tutTied the fea~hec boron.a, as 
they ~ere called, into paupers. 



Fe1J -Women went out to work in th~3e daya ee5pecially not: far: 

f-ront home or in out!yj.ng place...a. Thies, 

did ln o-rde-r to help her family .send he"t 

howev~r, !s what ~he 
b~other abroad to 

stu~y medicine ~\nee no medical 
African universities at that time.Ky 

faculty existed 1n south 
Auntie 9er.k y "'as the 

e_p l tome. 

special 
of qantillty, ~!ndnes5 and tolerance 

favourite of mine. Onfoctunatel-Y she d!~d 
and a ve_r.y 

of cancer 

soon after Nahum's demise, also from cancex at the age of S8. 

Hahum and 8cbecc~ had thtee children. Twins: Dt. Mathias 

(Kattie) Cohen ~od hle tw-in slste'z': JO)'co Tucker; and Ml'ria11 

Hlch4el~. Mattie Cohen ltv•~ and ~racti~es as a ~pecldliat 

anaeathe1iiolo9ist -and genei-al p1:.act1tlone~ ln Ramat Uas-ha--ro11, 

a ~Uburb of Tel-Aviv and Ls much loved and admlred tor his 

reJllilrkable thotoliCJ.hl\eos, monumental knowledge and almost 

unbellevaDle, ln :this- da.y -anr.1 age, atte.ntloo to de.tail and 

ca~e of his patient!' needs, This of course does not s~ip~ise 
me at all since, t~klng into account hl~ ancestcy~ it could 

not be otbeiw1s~. 

H3tt1~ ~nd hi5 ~ife, Jean, nee' Kra~u, of Gcrmiston 1n th~ 
T~anevaal,whose enormouo p~ticnc~ and toleronce one can onty 

11dmiu, and envy ,st--ai:ted thair life to9ethel: ,1t Welkom in the 
Orange. ?tell!. s ·tatie., a town whlcti spi:an9 Up in the! wake of thl! 

d!scovery of go~d tn neaiby Oudendaalstus. 

!tatting from scratch they ~ere instrumental ip ~sta~li~hlnq 
gu~te a few of the Jewish institution~ there and cxeating a 
Je\ffleh llf.e:-styl@ and ambience for them5-elveS- and others who 

had aettle~ theTe. Many of these settlers have 
immigrated tu 1.srael and one c~n lil.eet them at Hattie and 
Je•ns home at Pessach, at the Seder. 



Mattie an~ h\$ b~other in law, o~. Eugene (Tommy) 1ucke,, 

pcactlsed medlcin~ ln Welkom until, soon after the Six Day 

War ln 1967, Mattle. emigrated to tsr::•el with h is f•mlly , Me 

was G1rtcl nnd Ch&im Y1-t.::::cha,k'13 sec:.ond gi:andchitd to _follow 

in he-c footsteps, a:triy,ing soon alter wa did- Kattie ~nd 

Jt!:an'l3" chil<h:en are:-

Baxbata 

Norman 

Rebecca 
JoceJ.._y,, 

- m.Pa~l Rutt - U , S 9 A 

- m~Dr. Renee Sc•pin~a - SQ~th Africa 

- m.~d. Dodd U,K 
- m.Ynl~ Brown - I~rael 

Joyce, Hat:t:le'~ hd.n gifstei- and her f!l'mily have remained lo 

Welkom. Eugene, a S-outh Alrican Rhodes .Scholar 1-n his tlm~ 1:s­

aemi-retited. Joyce ls a glfted water-colourlat speclalislnq 
in (lo,..er ~atnt!ngs t1hlo.h she h.a!. exhlbJteO. 

t1it 1arl\ Hlchael1=,- the youngest sister, ·and her husband, 2-ric, 

are still living in South Africa. Their daughte~ Shelley is 
1(1,'tt:tLed to A sabta, Yol!-si oved, of K1bbutz Chan1ta in the. 

~otth _.he.T.e. l:hf'!y live. with the1-r: two .uon& . (Nadav and Y"a.c1.v) 

gh~ll~y Oved ls one of Clttel ~nQ Chaim Yit~cha~•s g~e~t­

gt'nndchlldren who havQ. settle:d in tn,utl. 'rhe· two ot-he~ 

chllll-'~n , Jull.,_n AU au::hl lec~ a11J Brian, • b.P$1n~lltitbilft 1 llve 

in Sodth Afrlca . 



.Na.hu111 o.nd. Ri:btu~a. Ulob) 
Coh1:.n - We.d~i "''.) photo, 

ln_ ,,,,'d.dle. a9£. wi.l:h th,iv 
e,h, ldrtn: .110.!:l:it, Jo"'-e/ 
J-{1•<1"0.M . 



NAHUM COHEN .H. REBECCA (BECKY) HOTZ 

MATHIAS (HATTIE} JOYCE 

I I 
JEAtf KRAMER EUGENE (TOMMY) TUCKER 

I I 
BARBARA H PAUL HUTT FRANK 
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ISIDORE MID YETTA COME!! J.lil) THEIR Ftk1L¥ 

Olttel and Chaim i'itzehak 's second .so n W'Q5 alwys called 

Az'I iel by his mother. In Hebtew this name meams "God 1s 11\Y 

.help" . G\tl•l who .knew well how to delegate tasks to oth~-:-s 

callecl him 1-1,riel, 1''1'1111 (\ ll i J £'', and saw to it that :he lived 

u.p to his nai'l'II!!-

ln South Af~lca then, lt wnon't con9ideted quite th~ thing to 

be '-i!ll.ed by onet$ given Hebt:ew no1M, especlal).y if one was­

attemltng .a_ secular , 1JOVe1:nment c)e:p~Ittnent .school, t4ametl w~x.e. 

angltcized right and J~ft amoog 

closely as possible to the 

th~ lmmlgrvnts, -at:icl:;inq as 

eontext and sound~ so Yaakov 

became .laeR, ffac:hu1n. - Hahum, FielcJa Malka - e:mlly and Jos.eph, 

com~on to bot~ Jews ~nd ChtJstlaho, r~tQilined a-s it ~as. How 
A2riel and other Jtt\illsll n,en of the time. C:dme to be calle.d 

Isld~re, a gift from J~sus in Gxe~kt ~emalns a mYG~ety. 

Perh•ps it W$S becaus~ the f1tst t~o syllablea sounded Je~ fs h 

who kl'towa? tt w:is, however, com-pletely out of chacactet ln 

.Jewla.,_ family li~e but since. t.he qlvet of the name obviOUS-ly 

wa.sn•t a~ace of its meantng nobody even g»v~ 1t a thought. 

tJnlike hie- bt..,thecs, Isidore wa.s no d1Sndy, He "'815 the faffl!iy 

workanolic, caring llt-tle foe the pleasuc-es of th~ Udllt001n, 
tbeatr:e.., d1nin1J-tdble or female comoany. He was 

Introspective , seYlous and soy. Mr ~other us~d to tell me 
t!hat it too); hours to get hlm to agree to lea;r-n the 191:est: 

quick~teps, fo~trots and tangos which 311 hie ~lbllngs pnQ 

thelt friends practl-aed in the family s.lttlng -room to the 

sound of G~ttet•s t~d gramaphone. 

faidoc~ conolde,ed all this a ~ate of tlm4 prafarrlng to run 

errand$ for h15 parents in each of theit separate businesaea 



ot to spend h1,s th,e. at the. pr!ottng .... ork-s- tiukecinq ~1th t.he 

n~cnina&. With the passage of tim~ ha b~came an expe%t on h1a 

own ~chines, fixing and reQalrln9 -and maintalnin9 tb11.m 

him.set[,. nev~t letting anyone he.lp hlO'l~ H,s fttigilll natute 

also did not allow hlm to spend mooey on things he coul~ do 

hi1T1.Selt. 1'h!.s .l.PQlied to everything - he wa! quite content:: 

wit" his Uugal way of life and expected, much to the c::hag:-in 

of his wif~ and daughte~s, othets to be the ~ame . 

Like al.L 

He did 11ot 
the men !n his iatf'ily tsidqre. WIJG qf wu:cliuro. build, 

inbe~it his feth~r•s fal~ eomploxlon and aquiline 

nose but was, instead, sallow-3~lnned and dark-eyed like h!s 
moth~r wjth an un!JsuaUy delicately -shaped nose fot: one. of 
thiS- family, Over the yl'",at's .people. l:elllt\r:k@d that" Gittel ana 

C~alm Yit%chak te~emble~ eac~ ot~et beca~se of th,lr strong, 
aqu!line :aces. Not so Csidot:e-. He was. good-looking ,,,dthout 

having their shurp features . 

isido~e, being the second o\dest son and h~vlnq coma to South 

Ahl ca w"'hJ le ho. -was &till a scholat did pot coothnut his. 

fo:tma l t!dUcation. Instead he leai::ned the bu»-lne.as and 

eve11-t\Jally tqok over the C?ar.tltt Printing Works on his 

fathor 1 !';' de,alh. Ur.l:lke- hi~ b:rothers end "Si-s-ter h~ nev~r. h:illy 

mastered th~ r.omple~iti~ff of thb Eng11ah la~quege and 4lwdy6 

~poke with an aco~nt. He apoke tQ h1s parents ~od siblings in 
Ylddl~rt lnt.ersper4ed with english phrases. This- did not 

ti i r,der h lm t11 find inq o wife. In thos~ da:ys couples we:re­

introOucad to each othe~ by a third party. It was ~bsoJutely 
.acceptable, even prefe-::rad, since it mea.nt that the. third 

~a,ty knew all about the ba~kgroond and parantag& and social 

statos of th~ ~a~t1es cooce~ned. stnce Jsidote 'ffla not a 
social ~ni~@l and needed~ push Ln the right direction an old 

f-riend of his. parents, one Baruch Chldeket, -a man of 
substance and standing in the comrnunlty,introduccd him, while 



strolling on th~ promenaOe at Mutz&nbu~q {a Sunday rltual ~t 

the cape), to his half-sister, Yetta Smulowitz, newly arrived 
froro Russi~ to King Williamotown in the Ttanskei where her 
brothers ran conce~ston storefi . 

Yetta Smulowlt.: wa-s petite and ptetty with delii;ate feMt,ute11 
and a neat figure. tlke most oE the womtn who ~nLtied Cohen 

men she too was soft~spoken, uncomplaining and 

behavtout of an ofte.n it".ate, overworked husb.ind 
accepted th& 

with aplomb. 

l ~ernemhe: her very w~ll. She spoke heavily accented Engllah, 

loved to went good clothes a~d shoes and was very neat in ti~r 
h~blt6. She kept a dressNker •t home to sew for hetuel! and 
ne, <laughters -and o.!ten 10\1ght rny mothe.t 'e advlce when buylng 

any article of etothlng. t.lke. he.r mopher
1 

Emi ly had RH11tvelloua 

tastQ and know how to £lnd the be~t clothes at equally good 
pcJces . 

' ~ecta lea:ned ve~y soon ho~ to deal with her hlgh-po~ered lh-
law.s a.nd thtlr f4.11'1lly, she just ,etreated l nto He., .sllel l dnd 

w•tchcd £tom the sldtl1nec, swollovlng her ittitatton ~nd not 
gettJnq 1nvolvtd, Yetta and Isldor• had four dau9ht•ts - ..y 
cousine teld&, tllv..-,., Phylli3- and Rlta - e cc,nt.cMpornry cousin 

lot ••~h chi ld ln our tam,ly. 

Zelda, of bl•$aed Mc.111ory, th~ family bc~uty and bell~ of c~pe 
TOW:'1 who turned so many ha:nd$ ar1Cl btoke so many heat'ts wa.s 11\y 

olde% brother, M~yec•a peer. WhencveL l think of 2~lda 1 3e~ 
before me t~os~ p!~feec £eatu~es, ha:el eye& and petlta 

flgu.re. she was already 9o!ng to balls and p-a~tles at the age 
of fite~n ln wonderful evcnlng dtc~~ea of taffeta ~nd satin 

ana t'ulle. which shl! bought on t.he iidVi•ce of het' adored .i.unt 

Emily, 



.Later, as sh~ qrev up and pui:::chi:tsed other lovely clothes,- tty 
cousin Phylli#, my peer, a~d r would be given them to wear. l 
can cleet:ly .r:e(l)l!!mbo..t a :ume qtee.n rnoite:' wate.re.d silk.. even..lng 

go~n ~lth ~ co~e~ge of gold leathe~ f~owecs; a figuted satJn 

~heath tht1t look~d as though it had be~n hand-pa!nted, a 

blnck tulle, rhinestone nnd pe--arl qown over black s-atin with 
!Spaghetti. shooldl~r straps -studded wlth dismant'1 and coats and 

shoes and outftts of all klnds. WOen t~lda wal~ed ~~to 

synagogue on Roah Hashana a 11 ey~s ..,e.te 1.1pcn her r- she 'Was so 

lov6ly to look at. 

Li£~, howpver, was not kind to her. Thue were thro~ 
in.rd.ages, two of. them µnsucce:::.sful and the one good one 

~nded ln the death of he-, beloved :,ei:ond hasbanf;I, Jack 

Chantir!n, who wa~ killt!d by a reckle~i! drive: , Theca are f'ou, 

children from het: fl:-st marriage. to 1(en D:1v,.lch1on: Bev~rly, 
J!!!tt-:y, Linda and t~ola.. Zelda dled of a stroke -some years 

ba.cl\ ➔ 

Riva, whost! peer. ln out £,.unily was my brother· aernaz-a Abtaham 

(Bernie), who dl~d of Multiple Sclerosis ~fter long yea~s of 
.e\J!fe:dng, l:s Isidct.o i;nd Yetta's second daughter ancl the 

~Qthei of H:l.cl'l.;iet Bea.:r who co'uimis.1u.Ot\itd thi~ chronlcle, 

Ovet and 4bov~ her typical Cohen herltag~ 0£ i"dustriousne$o 1 

endurance, adaptability and correctness, sh~ posaess~5 a 
tol l lcktng sen~e ot hUmout W~lch ~as stood her in gooo st~ao 

th~qqght many t~ying rim~6.Hac£led to chat~lng Llooel B0ar~ a 

mlnlng g.eologiet who cam,;: frotn Dannhct\J$il tn Natal, and who$~ 

wock took ~Lm to many troubl~ spots in the ~orldt 

taken such pl~ces as Nairobi under the Mau-Mau and 
R Iva h\18 

c,yprus at 
•Jar:, 11'1 her stt:lde, a_justing -and ce-adjusting to eaeh and 
e.vecy coodlt!c,n of life a.n.d e.eldom complaining. 



Rivd and Llonel~ alsm calle4 T~day, for ?bViollS reasons, have 
three chll6~en: su~apA Hichael ~nd Denise . 

rt ls very intereatinq and most relevane to this ocaount to 

~entlon that Michael Be~t is NrrlcQ to Batbua SanQlar ~ho 
ts th-e g:;ea.t 9,r-c1,ndchll.:J ot ){o,s:he. and Cbienna Kaplan who ~re 

mentioned earlier on. A fuller illustration sho~In1 the links 
b~t~eeo Cohen, Friedland, Kaplan, Oh;on and Bear famil1et. 

will .follow. 

~iva, Lionel and all th~I c children )Jye i n London. All thYee 

are 11¥1:crled aocl J,a 11e chlld cen of their o;,n , 

Tne thitd daughter, Phyllis AntonJ5, is my peez. J could 
wri b,e: a wholtl! book_ about ou.r e.>:p!-th.nC~s together 

b•t will restrict myself to~ fe~ lloes. Suffice 
as childten 
it to say 

that slx:ty elght years later we a1:e atll'l friend• dos·plte ups 

and dowris and long separations and patting of way~. When we 

meet we can laugh ~bout the old ~~ys and wonder what wo w~r~ 

GO SBrlOU$ about. 

Pbylli~ who 1$ the vtdow of o, . A~nold Antonis, an organic 

c:h@mist of note-., liv~~ i.n Oolders Gteen in Uocth London. She­

i5 .a child analyst who -studied at the the Fteud 111-st:ltut~ Jn 

London. Phyl l!s naa two da.ughtere: - Barba.ta and ·shat on - botn 
of whom Jtve and woik in En~land~1n th~ f~rties Phyl1ie spent 

some ycil::s in 1s1:ael, t'httn Palestlne, but re.turned and 

eventually, after h~t marriage, settl~d ln englana , 

Rita Loon, Isido~-. and Yetta's youngest daughter. t~ the third 
Of Gitte~ ahd ChAlm Yitzchak 1s grand-~hlldren to settl! in 

I•r~el. All three a£ her chlldr1n, Oail, Qosly~ and Stan\~y 

-and theli: children have- a.ls.a :seC"tlcd ln l«n:oel so thbt thue 

are no" three g~eat-q'ta,1dchi.ldre11 and fiv 4!: of t'heir Sabca 
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J Jn h,;clJl, c.9E- wi.~ 
lhr..iv rovf elc.,,_j \,,t.(;fS -
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Flrnoltl An~oni& o...d l:wo 
~ycc,,~hild~£..n,, l3LVL~ 

di'1<L Jt.ff...LJ Jo,-.i.,\.So~ . 



(j at•el i born) gre:1.t-qreat-g:c andchl ld'l'.Cll 

1 iv1ng h~re,1Uta 1 s peer ln our family ts 

~nd one to come, 

my sister Merci~ 
Dj$on. Her husband, Or . Donny Looo has adjusted w&ll to 

tsr~el and has contxib~ted his ~9~t kno~ledge of comptiteri~ed 

me.dleal informatics to the Haccabl Ketlical Insurance Company 

vh~te he is em.ployed. Rita works as a teacher and translator. 
They liv~ ln Tel-Aviv, 
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JACK LIONE~ COHEN.H. SVA WOOLF 

Uncle Jack•s mDtrjog~ was doomed to fall~re from t:he 

thoroughly beglnni'1t;• GHte,l Ctia ! and Ch• l '" ~lt~chak 

dtsappcovad o( hio choice and made no bon~s about it. 

The young laqy, tva Woolf, whose mother, ~ . ~~~i -a~sim~lated 
AUbt.rlbn JCw~$s c:\nd fat:.h~t, an angilc1zed Je.-._, we.r, anethema 

to. them, d14 not ha.ve a chance from the start, Sut Jack 

adoted her 

.As I .recall she was ver. y young and pretty lt a tr! fl~ tull-­

fl9~ted; d $pot~y, mod~rn ~iss wtth ~tl t h~ accompllsh~ent» 

of a aebutante + She ~ij$ ~d•ot at •l l the socJal graces, could 
sew and ~mbroider, pl~Yea tennis, drOv~ a car and also smoked 

cigarettes . Their hou.sa, had a flood- lit tennis cou::t to whlch 

all the ~ll~ible youoq men and women we te lnvlted. Nothing 

codld be ~e.a-re~ lQ .µack•s- hea-x.t. A lovec of the gqotl 11fe 

himisclE he "i'dS i nstantl•y attracted by tills 9lantoroua world 

Whjch ht! knew t;Xisted but hcid ueve-i: trnt:.erud . I n hiS- o..,,n 

~~viro nment Eva t s world smacke4 of frivolity, light­

heaztedness end behavJout unseemly to Jewish family lit~. To 

Q(tto I an,1 Ch<U,O Yit<tch•k t~,:y "'ete Jew~ in ntl\le <>n!Y an<l. 

observed none ot the customs incumbent upon Je~s . 

It --; ,u~t: w.:i~ not goo d enough to-i= r,cople of their u.t::rndinq Ln 

the community . Also, they had othar plans fot him. lt w~& , to 
tha:lt mlnd, an almost: acc~pte-d fact that he wou ld ~rry the 

daughter of thelr neighbours and close f~iends , the Roe~ 

family, whom the y sa.w ~s excellent l n -l!t. 'w\13, both for Jack ·a.nd 

themselves. Ooodi steady, 

whom t:he.y would be able 

·•~ll y. They h~d nothlh9 

fa~lly ~ho belonged to ~o 

honou~able , observant Je~z w1th 
to l6entify a nd to communicate 

Wha tsQaVet ln COffl.llOn wlth the ~oolf 

altogether diffe~e~t world. Ko&c of 



all they re.sented the fact that th:. Woolf wanted Jack, a ­

personabla and •ucceuful businessman, Co l•~ve his father 1 '5' 

printlng wotlcs and -join him in his jewel!e_r.y flxm .. Cittol bad 

it on authority that hls busincs5 ~as falling ~nd that he 
needed Jaok's fine ac~~en to ~clp dr~m t..hing3 up. 

Nothing helpt!.d and the we:tldlng Wt:!nt ahead. lt was a beautiful 

•.,;~dCUng. t was there, aged six, and remernbe--r it in detail. 

1'he Y,~.,ir. WAS· :,.g3Q bilt brid~s were still weat:in<J knee-lf!ngth 

'twentie5 d:I:e.sses. SvBi'S headch;:e.sis was a. .stl~fe.nel.1 la.c:e 

mantilla whtch etowned he~ wavy 9olden halx and framed her 
lovely face. They dld all the ne~~st danct!.~ ~t ~hich they 

'both W!'!!l'..~ oxpert and entertained the Jr guests royalty. When 

it ~as all aver and they ~eturood from their honey~oon th~~ 

-;ct ~p ho\l&e in a plea:r~nt villa in .Alb~rtyh Rel,, MUh!enbuYg. 

My mother liked to visit th~m th~re and would take us along. 

Shi!: ac-tua.lly liked 8:va and found many Jpositivl! guallties in 

"her ... FI,rst he~ temio~ly and Une. acco,npl·Jshment-a so different 

from her own workaday re~lttY im~te~Ged .her and alao t~~ fact 

that when she came: lnto town to visit she could quite easily 

muck in and help with the childt~n and the pt:epatation of 

food . 

A tacit tcuce e~jst~d b~tw~en ~ht ~wo famlllog u~tll chalm 
Y.lt'.l.c:hal,;;'a dea\;h. Ylt:ho\lt: t:hi>l°l(ing too ~uc.h K1-. end tiJ:~ Woo.if 

and their four daughtet!! 1 all drecsed in blo1ck, tiltx:ived, "t 
the fune£al cacrylng a wreath, a bottle ot wine and a cake. 

~t ttiat .moment Gittal 1 s &l'lger -at this un- Jewi&h gesture 
overflo'iwed its bonks af"\d she ouh.r:e.d th~m out . No amou·nt of 

~xplan~tlon would help. She woulQ no~ ~~len~. So grievous a 

gaffe could never be w1ped out, 



Soon after Chaim Yitzh~k'• d~ath Gltt~l, after ~elling her 
ho~se ca..me to stay with us. As a child twas prtvy to hushed 

discu.ssion a;nd arqum,enl::s betwec.n Gittel and het: sons and 

frequent dour ... slammlngs and ang-ry exits by Jack aft:e--c •.risits 

with his mother. Som9thin9 was afoot $Od the air . ~as 

o\ectrlc. 

Our ing the next- year the dCJlndal broke . People in the compa·c-t 

townlet of Ku.l2enburg who had notl)ing bette:t:: to 6·o stat::t:ed a 

rumo\11: that Eva, who among he-i: other sins, also dt'ove a c9-r, 

was st'!>el\ fetrying a handsome Rabbi, ne't'ly appointed; to the 

~ong~egat1on of Muiz~nbutg, b~ck anct focth in h~r tar wh ile 

co.crying on "in ~n. ~ntima;te mannar 11 • Nowadays this sounds 

llkc a bad joke o~ a soa p opera but then it was concldctod 
loose be ha viour an<I ..1,ou~ed the most awful sllspicio~s. 

The st-ct}" g& lnfld mornentUffl as each and evei:yone adaed tltf!-i:t:. 

ver.sion, She i,.oas oegleatlr,g hex: one and only chlld who.)she 

left tn the care of a white nut~e Wh1le she gallivanted Wlth 

the Rabbi. 

Th@- Raibbl hLmself, a ma-n oi high-complexion and mode-z:n dre:;s, 

th ough clean-sh;.ve.n was very orthodox d.espt.te his app!!araocl! ... 

Hi• "payot" or &idelocks wer ca.:e.f-ully Ocii:be,ed so that the_y 

appeared as •light sl<,Jeburns r.at:h.er tllao cucls anc:1 he wora ;, 

hr.tt ~-,1..ht:1' t:ha11 .:t ya:.:mulk_,,, 

l'(y fatber was t::he f l :ot to refutf.! thi:; sto·cy. He had been 

instrumental in appoiotlnq blm ~a Tabbi to the Mui%enbu~g 

.s.y.sagoqae s tnce he too pad slud led under the "Hafetz Hayiln" 
of Radin and thete tould be no doubt at bll as to hls 
1ntegr1ty. t t was all the work of enVloU6 gosalps m.y father 

cla i med and should be totally Ignored. 



Eva herself c•teqorically denied each and every one · of these 
ac~usa~!onb and Jack waa lncllnod to believe here but waa 

driven hither. and yon by his mother and fam.,ily. Gos.alp ot 

not, their blood was up and they would not etanO for it. 

The crisis came when two of my angry temperamental un~les 

~1th Jack \n tow, dectde~ that th\s Rabbi needed to be taught 
a lesson They chose no bettet: time thao Ros-l'i l'f1ttsl,ana, laying 

l n wait tor him -after the ee.rvlce. What. ens.ued bu..cned up the 
n~wspape~s. They gave him a beating, smashed his nose and 
stnt him. pack i ng ~hlle the horclfted wotshippers, newly 

' :refreshed from havin9 made theit New Ve.er resoh1tion.s and 

thei~ peace with God •od man 1 lqoked on.Jaek who had been an 
unwilling par-tic[pant ln all th!!: remained 'With a b't"oken hand 

and an i::v,e.-n more broken heart . 

T~ey w~t~ divorced d~sptl~ Ev~•s entreatl~s . He got cuat~y 

of the chi ld., Neville lvo1:, s,nd- a. long, ~ad pet l od followed. 

Jack contlnu!!d t o love Eva all his lt.fe and tfowa~d.s t~e e1\d 

they came together ftom titl\e- to t1me ontil his death. Eva had 
romac~ied but is now widowed. Neville ls maxried and lives in 

Canada. Unfottunate.ly we. ba, ve, lost t ouch. 

't'o nra.de:s. of this, chronic:le hoday th t s :.to ty may se~11,s 

rldieulous , 11 Why didn't: he- do what Ile ~nted?" Why wa5 he 

d,.i9g~d inLo -i»u\:h 4 ho~ribh:. 1, l.tt.lat..ton e9oln~t. hl_,, 'Will? lC 

Lt bap~ened to 1.tt; l'd ahow them - nobody could tel1 mo what 
to doJ" is what; tli,e.y wo·uld justifiably say today. Remembet: 

only thl• the tlmes and rootes we.re entirely different from 

anything one sees or ~now5 today , 

Pu~!ssivones~ of aoy kind dia not exlst, every sltu~tlon, 
hoveve~ inpoaent could bo Jnte1:preted as prot'ftiscuou$ a11d 

gri;n.inds for divo.rce and e.Vt!.ty act or utterance- was under 
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setut\ny. The rules within the home and outside were rigidly 
lald down and observed ~nd ~ny 1nfrlng~ment, howeve~ 5mall ox 
hoYever cldlo~tous f t qia;y appear tq be. today, ·could destroy 

-...hole lives . 

My uncle Jack had o•nAchc, c harm and 9ood-looks. Life dealt 
hlm a naoty blow. 

soon afte r the divorce and after the sc~ndal 6ie4 J3own Glttel 
got hlm to accompany her to P-.a.le~ttn~ wi th B view to flmJil\CJ 

hlm a partner closer to her hea,t 1 s desi~e. As we know it 

did"'t work dnd J~cr, t~~ULnad to face hi~ lone liness Jn 

Kaizenbo~g, cape. O temD0Ya1 O more.st 

JACOB LIONEL(JACK) .M. BVA WOOL~ 

llE!VlLLE tVOR COHEN 



E>!TLY AND Z~lfM FRIEDLAND AND 'l'H!HR FAHll,Y 

Eat: l ler- on 

G!ttel •nd 

Ftledland (my 

in thl3, ac:count. r described thl!. itves- o( 

ChD1m Yltechai•s only dau9hter, ~nd 

patents) in broad outlin~. 

Befoce golng on to dese~ibe thelr lives together I~ t ~~ ~dd a 

stocy concerning the fami ly name of Frledland, as ir ~s told 

to me by my iath~r 

Jt\ the early 19.th century Je-.ts in Europe- we-r-e not yet allo-...ed 

to assume family name!!- .and were · known by the it pahonywl'loa 

e.g. Me 1t: ben Yona.h. When Napoleon az:.r t ved wl th -hie 9-r;Q\y in 

the town of P"riedland in East' Prussia, whicil he- voultl 

eventually canquei to9ethe~ with Sadowo, Aucterlit~, etc., he 

looked for- a person who co~ld act ais- quartermsste-"t oi:. 

i nventoty-keepar at hi~ camp . 

Such a man was 'ttordechal B~n Jff!l£ Yortah who. aould wx: .lte 

German, Rlls!dan, t?ol,iSh q;ncl, 

well tOat ~s a ""2tk of honouc he 
oeme or the c.lty of 11Nledtand". 
greatJgreat gcandfathar. 

of co~t$~, Mebre~. He did so 

was allowed to ~dopt the 
Mordechai was my father's 

At the tSrne oE he.z: marriage ln 1920 E~!ly was already a 
aeaa~n•d bu3iacsowo~o ~ki11cd in ~he oct~ of buylog and 

selltng and cteating _business whor•ver &he went.Her early 

trainlnq at both parents' knees stood her in very good eteed, 
but she added mony new dimensions which grew out of he~ own 

3ttong a..rtlstlc abbllit~e1 yUalitles which w~r~ not a l ~ays 

appateot in the way h~r parents dld thin~s. Being younger ftnd 
mote l!lode.tn (n het: approach and having benefitted from a less 

rigid education she ~a& more xomanticaliy lnclined than her 
pa~ents, was more daring and had a good s~nse of humour, 
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2alrnan, on the other hand, accepted his lot as a businessman, 
so to speak, with resignation. He had no interest at all in 

business and so accepted the position of book-keeper and 

general assistant with equanimity . It was the best he could 

do and ho did it exc~llently. He was neat as a pin and.his 
entries were always accurate. After his death when we 3orted 
out his papers we were amazed to find every single account, 

invoice and receipt - every bit of paper, however srna.ll or 

insignificant preserved and accounted for from the very first 

day he and Emily started business together . This extended to 
the keeping of all our school reports, cheder reports, music 
certificates and cuttings pe[taining to everything from 

school sports events in which we participated to little 
scraps of poetry or prose we might have written for the 
children's section of the weekend newspaper. 

Zall'L\an 1 s main interest lay in serving the now burgeoning 

Jewish community in Cape Town . Jewish ~ducation and the 
TalTaud Torah or "Cheder 11 as it wa$ called then, we.r:e his 
special qoals. He visualized a time when Jewish children 

would no longer have to attend two schools a government 
school in the morning as well as a "cheder" immediately after 
for most of the afternoons·, thus depriving them of leisure 

hours. Despite the fact that he was a very observant Jew he 
had an extremely modern outlook for a person of his time. 

For years he and his friends went from house to house each 
Sunday to collect money for Jewish projects. Dur inq the 
depresaion in the 1 30 1s, whon South Africa, like many other 

countries of the world went off the gold standard and people, 
suddenly poor, were unable to donate to these causes, Zalman 

helped to found a system which would save rich and poor alike 
from embarrassment. The letters "chet: "n" and "yod: "•" ln 

Hebrew numerology add up to "eighteen" - "18" and spell the 



woxd "Chai" ~ 1 nJ meaning "living ot alive" .. Each }Je.t50ll would 

glve 11 chai prutot", eighte~n pence, a..s his Conation even vhen 
h@tng called tn read the Torah in the synagogue.tn ~his way, 
desp!te the depr~sslon, Jewish lnatltutions ffldnaqed to stay 

iiifloat. 1eacs 1ate-r, the. d:teilrn nf o Jewish oa.y School :ayrte.m 

incorporal:ing all the -requirements of the Department 0£ 

Education togethei with additional houxs of Hcb~cv langu~ge; 
blstory, la~ dnd customa, gcammaY, tanach cam~ into b!lng, 

There a~e Je""lsh day schools all ovat cbe ~o~ld today. 

Thls ki~d of anonymity also applied to asslstaoce given by 

the communal ins~ituttons to th£ needy. ThB st-tong ethical 
lnjunctlon oE •tmat:an besate.r" (giv.inr,:i in sectet) wae .strh:tiy 

adbeted to and 7,alJMn tjbserved lt to the letter all hls life 

ftnd rMint~lnlng t otal sll~nce qbout Pao~le~• p~lvatft l!v!s Jn 
ge.neral. Thls too, was patt of his ea~ly b-alning by the 

"Haft,ez Chaim'' who saw the human tongue as ii double ed9ed 

~word capable of daat~oy1ng entire lives. 

In Che ' thlcties' hum~-ceds of. lmmtgrant-a fle.elnq Polancl, 
Lithuania and Lat·11a landed Jn cape 1'own. E-'unds were found to 

help them -settle in; bu.rsa.rie:s anJ bfJ'que&t& glven to 

pTom.1sin9 -si;udents an(t assistance of e.vety klnd, phyolcal, 

spil: t tua.l and m.!ttl!t !a.1 was found one way or another. Sueh 

help wa;~ al&o foond in the •£ort1e.s• when victims of the 
Hol~cauet, bro~eo ln body an~-~,~~ c~mo to tlhd long lo~t 

rt!latlve:s who had emigr..tted to South A..f"t"ica i:narty years before. 

und wer~ nov lnte9rated citizens , Thls then w~s Z4tman 1s v~y 

of 11fej the n~acost thing to hi& dteams of a wotld of thu 
spi-r!L Rar5h ceality tobbad h\m of most, if not all of his 

pas&lonate hoge3, but cculrl do not a thing to dim 0% blunt 
that ftne mlnd, supetb intelllgence. and purity of heart . 
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'Zalnian' s "{orld of t'he spl tit did not help Emily very rnuch, By 

noY she had four childcen to feed, clot.he, educate -and rear. 

The 1 thJctL~s• had tak~n th~l~ toll of most bUal~e~t peo~l! 
and it ~~s oniy ~ith tha aaveot of the second woTld v Q~ th&~ 

they were ablo to recovec so~awhat.Thet~ was ~n ambargo on 

impott6 at that time owing to the tact that Cape Town, a ke~ 

hubou.r, was cordoned off and used s-ole_y fox: tnil.itiu:y 

activil:.le-s. Emily's stoc~s of: .si!Lkti_, cotto~, thte"1ds 19nd 

materiala, as well as thoae ~he ha4 inherited fxom Gltte1 
jurnp~e sky high. N@~ factories, suddenly deprived of 
mPte~lals due to the blockade, were wll ! lng to pa_y any ptice 
for good quality gooda und emlly had only good quality goods, 
Th~t was her motto in life - •we can't aftotd to buy ch~ap 
goods.•• "Buy one good thing .- it. ..,; 1 1 last. 1

' 

In this way things got bette.r and suddenly thare was a radio 
in the houoc 3nd 8 tcfrl9~tator and still later an old 

Paclardi wh~ch my Q.rother Set'nle foond trna got my mother: to· 

lJuy 

Up till that time we walked, went by bus or train; kept our 
food ttesh on bloc~s of lae ln a ment safe in the back gaxOan 

ap~ h~ated out wat~r ~it~ gan. How~vot d1fticult thlngs ,ugnt 
h~ve been ve h~d a cich spirltu~l life. Ap~~l from All t~e 

fre~ concerts we attended by the QooQ giaces of ta,tle 
Pcl"ting Worka, my mother,~ mucic-hall £an and ~n hab \tue 1 

of the old ~ivnll and Opera House, used to tell us wondexfu1 
&torie& of those times 6nd on qood days used to fiing ena 
dance wlth ue aToUQd ~he dinl~g-roo~ t~ble. Deep down ~he was 

a true romantic, regaling qa with aonqs such as:"tf f ahould 
pl.ant a tiny seed of love 1n t:he gatdcn of your ht:att'', 

"After th~ ball is ove-:: "' and at-hers which she hod ht'atd sung 
by such artists as 

.adored . 

Clssle Lo!tus, Hati~ Lloyd whom 6he 
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But $he wa3 $trict too and could become VtitY angry when 
cro~&ed. She demanded perfection ftora us - not 99\ but 100\ -
l•wh{lt .happened to tlJe either 2,1 11 s.he would w•n t t o k.now. 1\nd 

handw~l t lng - her ovn was beautlfuj ebch link, loop and 

le tter petfeetiy fo~~ed - woe b~tldt any chiLd wbo smudgea ox 

blotted ox didn't write c lear ly, or didn' t l) tdctt:;tt .the­

p\&no., or. d 1dn' t get ~o t:he top of the clas~. She set not ms 

of excellence which no-one could ~ae~ except, perhaps, my 
b~other Se.rnle~ ~ho s~eraed somehow able to satl~fy tho&~ 

standards. l 'm convinced to thls day that s he playecl tl1e 

favout:\tes when it came to him or that he knew how to cajole 

aod be.wl tch h~:r:-

The rest of us ll~ped along. Jt ~as many ye&t$ beiorc eny one 

of us could feel conftdent about wot~ we hail produ~ed ox 
project-& we had unde1:ta ken . Th~ yardstl~k for excellence 

Would ~lway$ r~111,t1J h h6LS . 

Still, Emily gave ~s a iense o f h1 sto~y and contlnulty. Hex 

"family" sco~ie~, falthfully told and J:etol d i:oma!.n, ~s ca n 

be seen from this account , with me ~nd my s)bllngs vo.d my 

chlldten arid th~ir ohlhlren to this day. 

Zul1t1au .and Eml!y had !.c.,ux chlld:Ccn: 

Meyer Jonah 
Be-rnatd A.b r n.hani 

Ct,ace &,enda, 

Me.xc1a Ray 



EMILY COYErl .M. 2ALM;\N FRIEDLAND 

tlEYER JONAH BERNARD A CLARE 8 lfERCIA R 
M M H I! 

LlU Fl!tEDLANO SELHA 1.lFSCHAT2 NA'l'Hl\11 WOLLACH ILE:ON DISONI 
IYOT R&:Ll\TED) 

I 

STANLEY 5~LLY SHEtLEY OE:BBtE 

IAN JILL ORA Dl\VID 

MICHAEL eeTER !LANA LAURA 

TAMARA (II CHARD IIURl'I' 



Zalma~ F~iedland died in 1952 at the rol~tlvely young age of 

64. He car~d little or nothing about his health ~nd i o qis 

entire life ma,y have soen 4 doctot one~ ot twlc~ 

ECUlt contJnued to --run het: bustnes.s untH the age of 15. Once 

she retired gh~ d~ter1otated steadily and d1ed in 1986 aged 
87 . 

Three of 1..1lman and P-mily- ~·rJerllrrnd 1 5 chlld-c.·en h.ive .sutvive.lL 

'tthe &ldast: son, Meyer Jonah , is a master electttciar. and 

lives in Or ange Crove , JohnnneMbutg with hi~ wi£c, L11y, also 

Friedland, but un~elated. Aie son, Stanley 1~ ~ b~alnesaman 

ln the U.S.I\ and is onmarriecl. Hh, 1»ecood son, Ian, i~ ~ 

C~ac tered Publ le Accountaut in Johannetsbury t;IILI mute. led. HJ-a 

t.l)ltd :.1un, Michael, ls married and practices as an 

anaestheolo9ist in Canada. One daughter, Tamara, is .m&r£ied 
aOd has three cnlld~an. Sh~ wotk~ as a secr~laty. 

Bernard Abraham (out beloved Btt:nle) died recontly after a 

long battle with multiple scleroaJs. He ~a~ a clvil e~gineer 
by pr.ofa.ssion, tn 19,B Bernie went to taz:ael to fight in the 

War- of t,tbe.i.atlon 11►.c tt!:v@Xal othel'. young- ptof~gsionale .at 

that time h~ abandoned h~.s joQ to 90 to var-. Hi s wife Se:J.ma 

oef I t!£6chatz1 to a teacher and llve:t lo -'ohr1nnesbur9. 

Sally Friedland Aharoni, theit eltle~t daughter, is a well 

knuwn dancet: who liveei round. the corner ft:om me ln tel Aviv_,. 

Israel. She has one d~ughte~, Ell&. 

Jll~ ~a~go,ner sister, 
Rob1n, ~ batristey, 
Australia. 

a journalistr lives with her huDband, 
and their three chlldLen in Sydn~y, 



Pet~r ~nd Richard Friedland, twin btothet~, ate bo~h vets and 

now medical doc:to::s .as •,tell. Pe.ter: is mar?;1~d ijnd has t '!'o 

children arta R!tha~d ls stjll single. lt 

note th~t both me~ who ~er a bcought up in a 

home have- now turned to rel i.gion and 

is lntetesting to 
totally seculat 

axe keen to leato 
everything about t he ic qrandfathec, Zalrn.an. l?r!ittdland and hls 

life as an orthodo·x Jew and abobt his mentor, the "Chafetz. 
chalm". 

Cluze Frhdtand [Wollaet,) marded (in 1947) to the l•te 
Nathan Wollar.:h whose farnily irnmlgrate.d to south A-fc-ica fcom 

Poland ln 1934. Na.thin\ •,ra:s a. businessman ot .-ome: quite 

cooside-z:able taJe.nt: but vas: ill\ evGn mot.a talented actor, 

performer "nd palnt:er wfio "'as forcad by his father '-s ea~ly 

di:,ath, to 90 int~ businesc. to support a family of fl.Ve 

children and an all,lng 1.nother. fie dlsd in 1967 60oo a.ftec oui: 

fa~lly iDil1ligLdL~a to l$r~el in i964. 

t, -pyseif, a9' can b"e seen fl:om th1s chxoo1cle am somethlng of 

a wox.dsmi th b'j choH~e and a t~acher by p'l"Of~sst on. I 

translate texts- of all sorts, edit , proofread, w.tlt@ .!Ind 

review both art ~Xhlblt\ons and bo okG and aom~times &Ub-tltle 

docume.n.to!n·y films ior te lev1 s ion or \l"'t 1 te r..ol t:ri 109• for 

galleries_ Hy hou$e ls \n Tal .Aviv, Isr.Je.1. Hy c.hlld.ce.n a~e: 

She-l1er Wo11=u:h ~z~evi) bu::n 13~3) who live:;. in Rart,oc:-Gan, 

Israel with her two ch\ldten ~1~1 end ~onl, i& the most 

competent aee-.cetar-y ! ~"ow "-"d w}lo~e. aaslsta,oce. i,n the. 

potting together of thla cln:onicle ls invaluable, She lo 1.1 

gifted linguist a·nd s.tory-teller with il .retentive memory. Ho 

longec msrrhd to he:r former husband David Zeevi 1ihe wotka na­

a ~ecretacy and looks forwa~d to t he day when she can go and 

study to be a qual!fi~d tour-guide nnd ballroo~ dano~ to h!r 

h~att•a cont~nt. 



Ora Wollach {Villalobos) {born 19531 lives ~1th her hu&bond 

LU!s Villalobos ln Icvine., 

~eslgner/con~bllant who ~Una 

husband i~ a btl~ll~nt 
consultant. Llk~ Cltt~l and 
separately and together. 

Cal!focni~. She is a fasnion 

her own businaas while- her 

ihvestments and 

Chaim Yi::chak 

development 

they de, t:.b-1.llgs 

Ilana (Lall) Wol).ach (Ga11sh) (boi:n 1954)., at pJ:e,e-nt so-r.v1ng 

with l1er hu!lband Davltl Gaash (Grossman) wlt)l the !s.rae11 

Consulat~ General ln Sydney, Auattalla, is an art therapist 
by profe5sion. They bave one daughter, Netta. Wh~~ they aie 

tn Israe.1 th•y liv& lra Ram.at: J{ashaton· .. Thel,r- la$t tottr cf 

duty wa:s in Mdls Ababa irt Ethiopia where thttY took patt 11', 

ttanspo~tlng the F~lashas to Israel . 

Nutith W-ollach (Chocron) (bo.x n 1951) ~s married to Lucien 

(Llot) Choc..xon ot Ca~obluhca, Ho~occo . Thay live tP ~os 
,\ng~l~s_, Califo~nh, 'rlhet'e 5he prt:lctist!!'!J as- a cllnlcal 

p~ychologlst. Lucl~n ls o buslnes~man. - They ~lso hav~ a house 

in U.atanyd: tscae.l to whlc:h they mlg'ht r~tucn some day. 

H~tcla (~~1ed}anq} DlSon, u,e youngest of ~mity a~d Zalma.n ' s 

children lihO;- with ha-r: hu-sband ;- Leon Dison, plays eu 

important. rol~ ..ln th~ forging of thf! se-cond -6-tr.ong 1ink 
between ~he f~mi\icts, ie ...-:ln cduc-.:.tion;)l pi:iycholo9i.;it: , ~hu:: 

hu5band la• civil engin~cr. They live. in ~oh~nnesbutg , So~th 

Aftlca ~od have two sur~lving ch1ld%{!.Q, Adv. DaV16 Dlsun ~nd 

L~ura (D~sOn) S~eff, an ed~c~ttonalisc-

Their eldest doughtec, Deborah (Debblcl who wu~ tragically 

ki\led in a motot accid~nt, wa·~ a bcilltant young advoc~te 
who, deoptte her own severe _physical hand1cqp, havlng b~~n a 

pol io victim, waged an 1.nctt!as!nq battle tor cl:-vH qnd legal 



tlqhts for the black people, Lau~a and Davi.d and theh:. 

apouses are equally involved ln the struggle !or democracy In 

Soutt,_ Afrlea. 

'this then, in vet:y broad outline, 11! en account of Zalman ·and 

Emily Frledland'~ childcen and their chtldren . 



JOSE~H SAHSON COHEN 

Joseph Samson, the youngest of Gltte1 and Chaim Yit2chak's 
ohildr~n was also t.h~ &~ddest and most unfulfilled _ 

He $t•~t&d out by being a forwazd-looklng young person, eager 
to break with the family tcadit i on of businoss and doing hi s 
utfflo3t to rnatiiculat6 loto a U'.Oive~slty ab.coa-d ~h6X~ he could 

study medicine . 

Jou, as W@ ~Iwsys called him, was a v~ty heavy sl~eper . Since 
he and -a f-tiend of hls who lived in tile same buildi-n g us,d 

the eo1.xly motnio9 hours to study, t.he friend, an carly-tis~r, 

would pull on a st'Clng whi c.h t~n all t:he way up the side of 

the building and was attached to J oe •s 'ffi&t. ti~e thia, at 

fou.c-o ' -clock lo the mornln9 they would .study for the 

m.atxicu1ation . ~Ll thi~ took some years.. rn the meantime the 
First 'World w,1r had broken out Ol\d Joe, ' in his he.idstton9 

W(jy, -i:an off to join the heavy GI:i::11l~'l: Y· Hi~ pll:tcntG·, , to 

who~ war was anathetMq who had seen O"Qd~eds o( ro~ng men 

lu:}ure thetn.tielvt!!S physically in order 11ot to s~.tvc in the 

az:my, or :steal away ovei: the borders of Ru:ssi.s io tl\e dead of 

njght, found this act dlfficult to ~ccept. They tz:led evo~y 

fl\cans at th~!t d1&poscH to try qe:t th1s folly annulled, bUt 

to no 9vail. At a time. when lt was ~ons~d~ted c owa~a1y even 
traitorous not to join up, this \rlaS an almost impossible 

mi-ssion. 1!oung men who had not enli:sted would be sent 

anonymous l~ttecs with white feathers enclosed a5 a rM~k of 
tholt cowatdiee artd wet • as~taci?.ed socially, So lt was 
useless to 1:.ty to undo .anything. Finally, wlth tb.c help of 

his oldcy bzothe, Nahum ~ho had some conneetions, Joe ~aa 

sent to Gecman south West Africa and statloned 4t the 4~my 

postal services there unti l the end af thiw ~at in 1916 when 



Ile. returned :,riefly to south Afclca and then left for 
Glasgow, Scotland, wheru he had been accepted in to tl,e 

med lea l faculty 

As we can a~e from the po4tcard& sen~ to h\s !amily at the 

tl~e hls state of mjod t" South Vest Afr1oa was low. He was 

obvlously ang~y ~1th bls Ea~lly for havlng 1ntecEered and 

bored and depte~sed by the sucroundlngs dnd the ,ob ltoatf­
The aie&fiiges ai;e. ltnpc.tsona.l and rurt and, be:yond some 

qeoqraphlcal data, t:.hece is notlUng oo tne .feeling level at 

•11-

?or the first tew years a£ stuOy in Glasgow Joe excell~d. 

When he ~as in his fourth year some break seemed to have 

occuretl - enoogh to Wor~y Gltt~l who aetecc~d a restlessness 
ln hi~ letter6 •nd ti~d also gleaned bits of troubllng 
!nform~tlon ~bout tht state of his h~~lth from vacationing 

student colleague£. 

In ~923 Gittcl jo~rneyed to G1aa9ow to try eo convince hlm to 

9Lve 11_p medicine 'flhlch she claimed ruined one-a health, took 
all ones tlmti. a nd brought llttle or nothing ln t.he o1a)' of 

ptoHts . Joe mus.t hav'!! be.en feeling lov at thot time ot hr.t 

would neve:r have agreed to interrupt his otud1es ond 

accompany hls moth~~ back to South Africa. lt is interesting, 
ovon cbr1qus, tt\at vti,u, rn.Y younger brothecr Bernard Ab.i:aham 

[Bernla) wanted to study medicine, my mother refu~~d pol.ht 

blank to ~llo~ him to do 

Snglneer lnste•d. He nevex 

enginoorlng all his 11E•. 

so and urqed him to 
forgave h~r for 

bec:ome a Civil 

Lt and hat•d 

After a yeax in South Africa du.c!ng ~hlch tlrne he managed tQ 
mAk~ somt!. money Joe teturned to Ol~sgow to com~lef~ hi~ 

•tu~les. Duclng vacations he ~1.gned on as a "shlp's doctor" 



so as to fu~ther finance nts studlea; • job often glven by 
5Pigping llnes to tlnal yea~ ffledic-al studants. Th! photo ha 

sent home show hlm on boatd a ship ln 1930_ going up the St­
La~rence Rtver ln Canada; a happy time in his llfe. 

£t was not- long aft.et this that my uncle -J.tc~ W};S Stf\!: t:n the 

!~land of M~dcica to fetch hls bYotber Joe who had jomped 

ship ther« on hi, ~ay back to South Afrlc~. A~pacently he ~ad 

been rescued by fish~rmen 30d brouqh~ to on~ of th• 

mona-ster.letS whtch sertt word to tny g~andmother. H~ had 

obvlous1y euftered som..c. mental b£eakdown and wa~ p,omptly 

btoaght to live with us until other a~range.menta could b~ 

made. 

One must :eallse that psychiatry and psychological assistance 
of a.ny kind were ln thel.r absolute. lnfancy in those tll'.e-s, 

Th.ere was,. holiifeve't., one psychiatrist ln cia.pe town who 

su99as~ed hard, phy$lcal work - manual labour - as a cure for 

condlt1an£ of thls ktnd. So Joe WdG •ant to• farm neax 
?l~grove- 1n the Cape :1.1n by a. aoi.n: Scotthh lady c.11\ed Hra .. 

Stu&t:t -who took 1n people. who ho.d ~u.ffere.d breakdowns and put 

the .. to work a~ong the. cowa qnd chlc.ken..& while provtdlng good 

food, fresh ali, rigid 4lsctpl1ne ana sbelteL, 

t atet iJoe wae removed to :1 ttny row house in H.uizenberg on 
)Clng Ce.or9• Drlve 1 wh&r"- he. spent his de1y~ nwlmrl\lng ~nr1 

~alkiog. t re.member that the walls of h!s cottage wer.e full 

ot hand•.:itten ~ottos ~nd proverbs and som~tlmes whan we came 
to vlslt hlt1 a.nd htt Yns ln a talking mood he would teach the.m 

to us. 

O~sp!te h13 deep d~pre~elon nnd its accompanying oymptoms Jod 

ma tnta lned an outward e le9ance arid geotlerna.nl lnes11,He ""as. the­

only one whu could get my claughte.:c ,She l le.Y, to eat an egg 
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Dison - one 

last 

legal victory. Otbbie Dison • - , alway1ihl.nb15 aad.brlg}t\ 



it\.lnny side up vitll b:teacl cut lpto the most petfei;:t dlari\ood 

3nd heart shapes(while &ittlng on t~e table). My moth~, ~es 

~monq the vecy f,e"' 

trusted h~t anough to 

who could 

let he.r feed 

get through to him and hP. 
hjm al\ her hoJM-made 

ce•adies and nostra.rns eVen when he lat ln hospital. 

At th~ ~nd 0£ his lif~ when n~9loctcd dlabetoo ravaged his 
body and necessitated the amputation ot his leg he ~emained 

th~ p~~feetly mannered gentleman I reme~bet~d ~~ o chllO. He 

--refused polnt blan)I; to i!l\. l ow tha docto.rs to La;>:~ hts 11!HJ ~nd 

preferted to die1 tte was under $lxty xea~s of age and left 
neitl\er wife not chl!d. 

Joels death btihg5 to a close the aaga of Gittel Chai and 

Ch~im Yttz~h~~ Cohen's lives - thei~ b~qi~hings io Russta -

Poland; theic lives in $011th Art\ca - tscael and sotQ•thinCl of 

t:he lives of f:he.i.r children and chlldc-en'.s chlld--ren. 



TUE FRIEDLAND DISON LIN~ 

The link betve~n th• K~plan and Friedland family•• ~all as 

tb.e f..riond■hlp "hich e~l•t•d between th• Kapl~ns and Cohen& -

Chlenn4 and Koahe and Clttol Chai and Chaim Yi~:chak - waa 

£~ie.rz.ed to, In broed tei-"'1, ••ll ■ t ln thla n.atratlv~, as­

-well as the step•relat lon,hlO 0£ Z•laan P~l~dland. 

In 19!S Jenny Kspl•n u~rlad L■vl Dlaon who had 1m.algrated to 
south Africa around 1910 (a1iaoct the same tlN •s talmn 

?c.le.dlan.d) from Sh.allova ln LtthUAnla, He wa• one of te.,, 

children, eight of ""o 1...,19retod to south f.frlca at 

different stages of th~Jr \lv••· At the be9lnnln9 of t h@lr 

marrt~d lives they went to llve ~t Knl9ht 1 5 D••P ln one of 
the ~ur~l town• which had suddenly spruno up around thft mln•• 
and op~hed a concesalon atota tbeto , 

L~v.1 •-. fam.lly 1111u1e- "as -DlJiun - in Ylddlah or Ciei:mon and meant 

"the 51.Jn". The- J\ftikaunis 1pe11k\n9 people with whom he came 

into contact pronounced lt " Ole 9on" (al•o meaning thu 1rnn) 

and so lt tema1ned, somewhat Angltctzod - D\eoh 

To u~ ~9 chlld~en Auntl~ Jenny and Uncle Lovl wate part and 
parcel of our family. 'The f11ct that they we't't, 1n -reality, 

nnly fatnt:1y rel.tt:ed to ua, made no dl£ferenc:e.. 'The 

friendship e~\$tta bel~een the old coupl•s, the Kaplana en4 
the Cohen&, 1-onq beioze t .al,m...n .F.z:iedh,nd atr i ved on th• 

scene. Hi• m.iri•ge to E•fly, thelc d•u9htar, only enhanc:•d 
the f•mlly cetatlon~hip. In any event c~lldren tn tho5e day~ 

nev~r spoke to olde~ people without call i n9 theo "auntie" ox 

"'unc-le". An elde, p~Y5-on aotoaatlc•lly becaioe your ttrelatlve• 
• aatk of cespect, so to apeak. lt could neve: h~ppen tb•~ 

a chlld vould refer to an adQlt by hts glven narae. Hovever 

true th1• •l~bt h■ve been, it w.,5 not the case in our 
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tclal::ionshti,,· with Jenny and L~VI OAGon clnd th@.lt. fatn.lly. "°~ 
felt genuinely rel~ted evan though we saw the~ very saldom, 

pethaps once a yea~ when theY came on holiday to the cape aod 

Vi5ite<l with out pa1tent~ . We 1 as children, felt very c;!oS-ely 

£elated to JeonY-'& motlier and .£-at:he'C, my fatllec 'e uncl.e . Gnd 

aunt. 

My father,Zattnan, whCJ was gpttr.ially attached to hls ,;iunt 

Chienna, nevet missed dropping ln to see her each day on hi$ 
v~y to th~ s nop. Qn SAttirday ov~nlngs the old couple ~ould 

visit -witt1 us Of' ChJenna would t;ome alon~ if MQshe. wa!i bday. 

We us~d to 1ov~ going t◊ he~ shop in Buitenkant St~ ~her~ ~he 
would pac:k oor pockets full of swee.ts. in t:hl:s way we kept In 

touch with this tamily and heaxd all the oeWS- about Jenny vna 

Levi 1 s ohi].d-re.n- a&, well as the.ir $On SDl'l\ 1 5 f-ilmily who .L ived 

ln Pretoria. 

Late.~ Jenny and . Levi Dison movud to Staode-i-ton, the­

p.arllamentaty constituency of the famed South Afr1c:en PrL1,1f! 

Hini~t~r, Jan Cbrlstlaan smub, where they tan a mil? 

together with Le.vi's brothe.cs and Wl'\~re all t'helr chlldren 

1,"?:e'W up. 

rn actual fact l ~eally got to ~now Jenny ond ~evl Dison and 

thelt family ~uch lat~r nn when they r.ett~ed ~nd movad ftom 
9tandcrt.on to· Johann~sb-U-r~. Wheth:ver \o'e c,;;rr.c t:o ..lohllnnc:Jb\.1rg 

~e- ~ould otay at their home in Greenso.de a.nd, ln this w1,y, 

got to know them gulto ~ell ~ 

L~vl Olson, a softly•spnken, well-bullt man locked amazlnqly 
young a.ad fiL fot hia age. Hll!i had aii'n erect carriage- and -a 

fresh complex lon and was v.ery qu let by t1.ature. Even though he 

too hod been a yeshiva student at some stage ot his l!t~ h~ 

was, unlike my fath~r, a totally seculat per-son, neve~ 



imposing any sort of r:el.iglou-a p.taetlco on any of hi.!i 

c.htldren . Jenny Dison was ope of the most dipl0J1W.tlc people I 
have ever; met. She hod n way of avoltllng unpleasant 

•it\Jatlon• that w~s tan ta ~ount to an art. Her s k lll ~t 

r edirecting a conversation which seemed to be golng t:hc w--tong 

way wnm somethi ng to b~hotd, Sh~ too waa a totally ~ecul•x 
pe raon ob~e.r:vi.ng litt}~ or .nothing o( z;-e.l igi.O\l:J custom:, and 

not expectlnq anyone else to do so. She was very bltte-r about 

the pl1ght of ~omen , omong them her mother, who had had to 
beat the brunt of bea ~in9 1 tej&ing •s ~ell as providing the 

llvellhood whil• hes husband studl•d tb~ Totah an~ Talmqd. 

She saw the~ a~ vict\ms and openly Pecr1ed ~nd abhotxed the 
--restrictions, which, in her •dew, accompanleO r~t igious 

oburvenee. So, Je nny was v~cy mod~rn fn her outlook, te~d a 

great deal ~nd ev6n though she had trained ~s a te•cher, did 
not contlnue wlth lt, 

~en ny and Levi Ois-oo ha(! fog,: chl.l~xen, three do.ughte.c:s- and 

onl! son . The- e-lde!tt daughter , Dol40thy, i!F married to Dr. 

Hendel Spit't and afteT many yea.cs of livlng in Xin:toss 1.n the 

Transvaal , no\l l lvc-s U\ ClJ.fton, at the Cape . The.y have. t.htoe 

aaughtct& and one son. 

The second daughtet, Nita ~as rnaEriea to th~ late Rudi 
tl~bm.aun, an .immitJ~Pn t to South Aft lc:a hom Oarrastadt:-
1,och;ic f.fcnburq in Cc.i:rn.any. ~hey h.avQ thi:cc ~on:;i,, tHt.:i. llvoo in 

Johannesburg. 

$ylvia, or Tibby, as ~he is called , was ma:~ied to the late 

Dr. Axchle Sandl~r of Johannesburg. They had four daughters 

and lived in Klerkadorp 1n the Transvaal unti l h!s death. 

Tibby, who lives ln London and wo,ks as • spt!ech- t ))eraph,t, 

joined tbr~@ of ber oaugbtets who ltve ther~ with their 
f amilies 
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Leon, J~nny and Levl Olson's only son, 
sister Mer-eta Frledland. He ls a ctv\l 

educat::lonal psyc.hoaoglst, They lLVe 1n 

1a mlJt't led to my 

enginee~ and she an 

Joha.n.ne$blltq. 'Th~' r: 

t\lO child.ren c1nd theh f.amil!.es are al.so in Johannesburg-

The m.Jrtl,ft)e. of Leon Di-son to Meccia Friedland ls a 

significant second 

fo;:aplen, F.rledldnd 

link Jn the ctlss-e~osslng o: the Cohen, 
a1nd Olson fa.ml lle..&. The unlot\ bet"een 

Za1I11c10 Friedland's daUghte~ and his step tousin Jeony ' s son 

focges an e·.ren !ltronqec bond bet"een the two s.llghtly re1ate.d 
families as well as bet~een thelr old fciends, the K8plan ana 
Cohen fami.: ic,.s. 



THE THIRD LIHX - o:soH-COHEtt-~E.i\11 FAMI LIES 

Riva cohen_, th~ second elde$t daughter of t s tdo:;i: and Y~•.:~,,. 

Cohen mar:cled L-lonel (Teddyt sea.1: of oannbause:i:: in Na.tal. 

As vas mentloned ln btoad ~utline ~arller on tlone l 's ~or~ as 
• mining geologist took them to quite a fe~ far-flung ~laces, 

very of:tert trouble spots. Hy c:ousln a.tva used to tell :atot"lt-s 

of hov Blfflcult: life ur,chtr the f'{au-tfau llprls-ing !p Ke.ny'a ha tl 

been a nd i a t er, ln Cypru~, before the actual dlvislo·n of tho'! 

!nlond took pl ace. 

One of my be$t memories of Cyprus le conne~ted ~ith a visit J 

mad~ co them the:ce tn 1,60- : Wq;s on t.bc way t.o 11\Y .flr:rt 

visit to lstael and to tout the Ialand. Rlva_, TeQOy and thelT 

thr.ee chltdren l1-viad ln t:hf! 81:J.tl!!h com:,oond ln Nlcosla. t 
re~ember th~M comJng t o m.•et me at the little alcport. the 

thcee c:::liildren wtth the.ir hands full of fresh cyclamen and 

thait pacen~• close behind~ 

And what a t1me it wa~t Lionel had si.JppeO Qut a vonde£fnl 

touring 21~n #O that t would miss nothi ng. Rl v~ in her llttla 
T:r:iurn,~h car <S t ove me evc~ywhere and <ShQwed me Cypz:ua.., then 

un!!livlded, io a vay neither. I oo:' .lr1_yone e t :se. will :,:ee again. 

t shd:~l never fo.cget the ina:9lcal qu.ellt.l of Biet!!nqacia•_ 

Casr:- l e, -l tavern lo t:ht: 1uoun~c,,ln caves of K'yre.n ia Wfl,ere WI? 

joined t he slnglng, guitar scrutt1mln9 locals in their light 

J..enL meal; th~ ornate Dome Hotel to ~yrenla and R1cha~d ~he 
Llonheart 1 s fott~es s i Othello's tower and the a ncient G'reet. 
t he--=1tl'~ on the beach at Salamle:4 And, lunch !n Me t:.txas -square 
and ~o ~~ny l!ttl~ sldestreet3 and byways,many of the m guile 

~ c lausly ~iddled by bullets vhlcn, luc~lly, w~ did not 

encotlll tit :: • 



The children, Susan, MichcJel, and Deni5e =ill llvlr\g lo London 

today~ were sent to boatding ~ohools in Bt1tain when Cyprus 
cQuld oo lon9~t provide a suitable edu~ation~l fram~wor ►. for 

the~~ Tod~y they l lve and wock in London wlth theft ~amilies. 

Th~ thtrd link in the tnterwnven family patte.rn was forge~ by 

tho marriage of Rlva & Lionel Bear-a son, Mich~el, to B~rbara 
Sandhr~, t.he d.augi,tet of Gytvia lTibbyl Oi.son Sttndle-t ;ind the 

l"tt:e Or. Archie Sandler and qranddaught,u of Jenny anri C,evi 

Olson ana great-qrandaughtet of. Chlenn~ and Moshe t4plan. 
Barbara, one of the four s~ndlar sistet:$ - H't?at1'er, Barbara, 

P3tricia ana Joy, is the ~econ4 eldest She is a gifted 

muGi<:tan and scalpt,ce.so. Hichae.1 a)'\d trarbox:o h'1ive t\10 

ch.ildten, Amy and More. 

'to scm up; 

W'! have no-., t!!St:ablished t:hilt thr.er ~t,rong links unite t'h1s 

f=1mi1y which had its be.ginoings tn the. Polish P-41~ of 
Ser.tlement and in Lith~an1a ~nd has ramific~tioos all dve~ 

the world, 

Ti\e t.z iple allia.nce l:l("t'fllHrn the Cohen- Betu--Oioon f~Hl'lilies is 

e~peclally fascinattn9 and represents 
a nthc opolo91ca1 pictu~~ ot cros~-k1nsntp. 

an intexesltog 

P~o~le nowadays- at~ l6oking fot th~ir ~oots, tcying to 
~econstr~ct their beginnings or to es~ablisn potnts of 

d~pectur~ from which they can tnlce not only the names of 
the1r fo?b~ars but also $omething of the genetic qualities 

which have appeared ~nd re-appeated in diff•rant famtly 
mernbecs . 
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School children are being taught to ~ork out family trees so 
that i n these times , when the strong family frame work is 

slowly but surely being eroded, they can, at least identify 
with some distant ancestor and perhaps establish mental 

images which link them to t he1r histories. 

Memor:y, of course , is the key . ,J was , during the course of 
pr eparing thl8 account , amazed to discover that many of the 
family membe rs to whom I posed queotions could barely, iE at 

all, r ecall events, details , people or significant happenings 
ln their family's history. Many of the people, names and 
places meant nothing to them even though· from time to time I 

did encounter one or two family members who did actually 
recall events and possessed photographs which they had . . 
inherited from their parents and which they were reluctant to 
part with. These they were happy to place at my disposal and 

for this , my thanks. 

My thanks al~o to my daughter , Shelley Zeevi, who has total 
recall of every detail of every tale I ever recounted about 

my family and whom I asked to write an epilogue to this 
chronicle . Her charming Gdditions round out my own account 

lending it both r ichness and credibility 



GITTElL ~ CHAIM COHEN 

ISIDORE & ~ZTTA COHEN 

RIVA COH!i:tl 
H 

LIONEL BS:l\R 

MICHAEL BE~ 

II 
BARBARA SANDLER 

CfllllNNA < HODIIE KAl?L.AN 

JENNY & LEVI OJ SON 

I l 
SYLVHl(TI B8'l) LEON DJSO!l 

H M 
ARCHIE SANDLBR MERCTA FRIS:DLAIID 

BARBARA SIIJIDLER 

l1 

HICHl\EL 3EAR 

This tree s~ows tha~ ~ercia(Ptiedlahd) Olson!~ aunt by he.r 
marriage to Leon 0·1,on, to Barbaza "'Bear- anQ th:t"O\lgh het 

first cousin Riva (Cohen)Bear , s~cond cousin co Michael 
Seal' and st.ep--collsin three time :emoved to 'I'lbby (Di~on ► 

s~ndl~: Vi~ talman F:l♦dlahd 



l;PTLOGUE 

Mit:hael, Susan and Uenlse • ! wonder if yoo remeobet: a. summer 

"We spdnt toge:,tht!!r ttt your house ln Fish Hoek? 

Well, o.oU&lns, herl!: _you have lt . A foll account of a family 

histoty . 

~Y mother has glver. me c~xte blanche to write an ep~loque dOd 

wh11.e r am not c e'Ctain that tam deser\llnQ of the honor f. 

WiE>h to say that everything in this chronicle ii; deep_ly pa'tt 

~rnd 9-arc-el of ~y upbringing , my daily li.fe ;1nd that of my 

children. J udging Lrom 11\Y a(tront whon I dlacovor.ed that 

precious details had bf!!en 'omitted ' o:r sor11ething not toHl 

itXcJC'tly ;1a it wn-s told t o me, I gu~ns-·1 mtu•t have absor:bed it 

•ll very d~~ply and taken 1t all very seriou~ly. 

As children ~e ~exe xegale~ w\th all Lbe contents ot this 

account and t .am intimately ial'lilia'r ""'1.t.h e.acn a1u1 e.v~ry 

detall in it snd can vouch fot its ~cc.arac y ifl. so bu· as it 

was told to me ~ 1 am only ,aorry thal: lt ls not possible to 
put in O~tail~ like th~ ev~nlng rlteS$~S the giels wo:a~ lt\Y 

gtapny E~lly's hats, her ha.t plns and het 1~c::e: collars , or; 

t ho "'ay ln which ~Y grandfather faithfully, btushed hls one 
and only s\.1it evi?t):' night L>afoce hangin9 it up to be wotn thti­

n~xt d~y.; granny Emily's chi ·ffon c:Jkc rMde ""ithout:: ~ny 

mc.c-hi!rtical mixing oquipai.ent, baked witho,.,t a thcr11\oat4t i i'\ a 

coal-stove .. 

Obviously th~ puxpose o! 

cead it Jt ls on l y now ~hat 
value of a ~~itten account . 

faithfully ~ecorded but 
itnd ,..ho we take after- .. 

~his account is not that . Moving 
r t1ave fully xeali~ed the. IC'lfil.e(I.Se. 

Not only have the detail~ ~een 
hete we can see e xactly who we ere 



£P1LOGUJ? 

Hich"?el., sus.sn .and DenltSe. - l wonder if you remember a ::1.uwt1ar 

w~ spent toget~eL at your houae 1n Fish Hoek? 

Well, cousins, her I! you have 1 t. A fu..11 account O t a family 

history .. 

M)' mother has glv@n me: carte blanche to write: an epi.109Ut! and 

while r am not certain that l am rleservlng of the honor r 

wish to ij~y that everything in thts chroniclft is deep~y pn~t 
and pdtt:el of my upbtinqlng1 ti\Y dail_y life and that of MY 

chlldr~n. Judging from 11\Y affront \ltien I cJisoovfted that 

precious detal 1$ had be~n 'omitted' or ~0111P.t:l'j.irr9 not t9l.tl 

e.xa~tly aa it was told tn me, l guesS- ~! must havf!' ii.bso-cbed it 

~i1 vcty de~pty en~ t~keo 1t all very seriously~ 

As children ·we ver~ regaled with All the contents of this 

.account and am Intimately .eam1113.r with each .and every 
detail ln i~ and can vouch for its accuracy 1n so !ar a& 1~ 
\ra& told to me. J atl\ only sorry th.at lt J.:s not po1S~tbl~ to 

put in detail-a like the evenin.g dr-~S!HlS tht? glrls wote.; my 

<J'r:.:lrtt'\Y £mlly 1 s hats, het hat pin:s sn<l her lace: collar$,- o,:­

tbe way ln. which my g.randfathe.r faithfu l ly• b t ushtod hl 8 one 

a,nd only solt evecy ni-qht befor~ hanging it up to be- worn th~ 

next day; ,p:enny Emily's chiffon c~ke m.ade without ~ny 
tt\f:t:hanical m1xlng equ.pmc,ut-r baf",rd wl t"ho\tt a thertl'\Ostot ln a 

coal-·stova , 

Obviously the pu~pose ot this accaunt 1, not that. Hav!ng 
read it lt 1s only now thqt t have fully realized the lmmen5e 

value of ai 

!dthfolly 

writte>n account,. ttot. only have th~ details b~e·n 

recorded but hec:e we oan ~e.e e-xactly who we are-

and vh.o we take ai t,l!r 



Haybe I ~ma nostalgic sentlmentAlist longi~g for a more 

graciou& world but to ~e the details, havtng been $~Vouced 
and treasQted have becoine not only a famlly hirlo~y b~t •lso 

a tocrn of fa-mlly entertainment . 

out ge.neratlon Cl,iinoot (:Ont~1.ve of all th(l, does and Obr'I' f.S- of 

that soclety nor do wa ~no¥ anything ~bout dlsg ca ~ed woman 
"blues-oms in the .du!!jtti, belng in dlsgra,ce or the fear of 

be.inq scrutinized by God hlms-elf.. lt \4'0utd not Ot!cuc to a-ny 
of u6 to do aomethlny we do not wlah lo do, w~ar, eat and we 
cannot: conoelve of a. WiJtld in which phy5\cal defotmitles -,11d 

mo~t ailmen t s ...,e.re. uncort~ttabl~, ~ocurable oi: f.ttaL our 

parents grew up in tJme$ wh~n th~ firs t ~irplanes vere 

watched until they bec1me tiny specks ln the $ky bea,ing Amy 

Johnson or som~ such ,JJdve.nturer to hec next destln.atlon 

,:uound the gl,.obe; when the radio Wit!!. a cry$tal -and cat's 

'Whisker to be gl-ayed wlth by a t:'hi.16 when sick ill bed; when a 

"penny llck" wiis a t.::cat. 

~o - I'm not tallln9 you ta 
~tarvl!"ltt tna!"t:.es in 11,alat 

your heritage. These a~~ the 

tlHJ. e9,r.th1 Read, S4YO\J,.C! and 

Prenerv~ ft ~nd De p~oud . 

e~t beaau-s~ tbe:e oc~ h~n~ry 
Ai\ J am &aying is that thls i s 
people you stem !tom - s~lt of 

tel1 yooc chlldcen all you knov. 

When l i ~t~ning to my mother•~ storie3 I often wonder ho~ they 

all survived a~d yet it \Ila$ ptobably that ve:y UpbrJngirt9 
itself which made them all ~uch sterling paopl~ . 

I am proud to ha.Vt. qiv~n my s(l'l,811 cont.rtbiJtlon a·nd hope that 
I ha.Ve helped to ~>cc t1'1l~ c:J)~ontclc GOm~thir,,q -you •,.-ill 

~reanur~ and paso on, 

Shelley Zeavi (Wollach) 

Ramat Gan, Israel 
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